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I 

INTRODUCTION 


The  prominence  and  emphasis  given  in  the 
New  Testajuent  to  the  Holy  Spirit  are  a cause 
for  the  search  in  the  Bible'  and  other  books 
for  a.s  much  knowledge  as  possible  on  this  sub- 
ject. Other  doctrines  of  great  importance,  as, 
for  exajnple,  those  of  the  Church  and  the  Sacra- 
ments, do  not  obtain  anything  like  the  notice 
given  in  the  New  Testament  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

No  one  can  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  fre- 
quency, variety,  fulness  and  prominence  of  the 
references  to  the  Spirit  all  through  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures.  Instead  of  stopping  with 
the  Resurrection,  the  New  Testament  leads  on  to 
the  subject  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  His  work.  In 
truth,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  several  ways  the 
unique  and  ultimate  Fact  and  Force  in  Christian- 
ity. He  is  the  culmination  of  everything  in  the 
revela.tion  of  divine  redemption.  The  Holy  Spir- 
it is  the  only  means  of  guaranteeing  religion  as 
personal  communion  with  Q-od.  The  Divine  relig- 
ion and  revelation  given  historically  in  the  Per- 
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sop  of  Christ  is  media.ted  and  made  real  to  the  soul 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  W.H.G.Thoma.s  says,  "The  doc- 
trine of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  clearly  a Bible  doctrine 
and  cannot  be  derived  from  any  other  source"^ 

"The  notion  that  God  is  a.  Spirit  can  be  traced 
in  more  religions  than  one,  but  the  conception  of  a. 

Spirit  in  God  is, in  any  developed  form  , found  on- 

2 

ly  in  the  Scriptures." 

The  subject  is  not  so  prominent  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament as  in  the  New  Testament,  but  it  is  essential 
to  examine  the  Old  Testament  doctrine  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  see  if  any  contribution  was  made  to  Luke 
and  Pa.ul. 

We  purpose  to  study  in  this  Thesis  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  Luke's  and  Paul's  writings. 

The  subject  can  perhaps  best  be  studied  along 
the  lines  of  the  following  plan: 

1.  The  Spirit  in  the  Old  Testament. 

2.  The  Holy  Spirit  in  Paul's  Epistles. 

3.  The  Holy  Spirit  in  Luke's  Writings. 

4.  The  Old  Testament's  contribution  to  Luke's 

and  Paul's  idea,  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

5.  The  Spirit  in  Luke's  and  Paul's  Writings  Compaxed 

1.  Thomas.,  The  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  P.  10. 

2.  Humphries,  The  Holy  Spirit  in  Faith  and  Sxperience.p 
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II 

THE  SPIRIT  IN  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT 
(l)  The  Primitive  Conception 

Perhaps  the  oldest  and  the  most  persistent  of 
all  our  religious  ideas  is  that  of  the  Spirit.  It 
can  be  discovered,  in  some  form,  at  the  roots  of 
the  most  ancient  mythologies.  It  passed  from  prim- 
itive religion  into  the  Old  Testament,  and  was  dev- 
eloped by  the  prophets  to  far  reaching  issues.  The 
church  fell  heir  to  it,  and  from  the  earliest  days 
till  now  it  has  been  a vital  element  in  all  Chris- 
tian thought. 

What  thought  and  feeling  rises  unbidden  in  us 
when  we  hear  some  one  speak  of  the  Holy  Ghost  or  the 
Holy  Spirit?  In  some  it  is  a sort  of  wondering,  half 
respectful  derision  such  as  we  all  feel  when  we  come 
upon  belief  in  creeds  that  we  hold  to  be  outworn.  In 
others  it  is  the  simple  boredom  always  experienced  by 
the  inferior  mind  when  confronted  with  what  is  great 
in  poetry  or  music  or  painting.  In  others,  again, 
who  do  not  doubt  that  the  term  signifies  a great  real- 
ity, the  thought  of  holiness  rouses  only  a sense  of  re 
pulsion.  For  them  the  adjective  ’’holy”  is  synonymous 
with  "forbidding”-  perfection  which  imperfection,  how- 
ever, well-intentioned,  may  not  touch  without  being 
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"thrust  through  with  a dart". 


Yet  to  the  spirit  of  all  living  creatures  be- 
long such  life,  hope,  health,  enterprise,  curiosity, 
joy,  kindness,  love,  as  they  may  know.  Stones  or 
corpses  do  not  know  these  affections;  therefore,  it 
is  to  the  spirit  in  the  universe  that  life  and  love 
belong.  The  associations  of  the  word  "spirit", 
therefore,  ought  not  be  dulness  or  fear.  It  will  be 
said  that  to  spirit  belong  also  animosities,  pride, 
scorn,  cruelty,  and  these  also  have  been,  and  are  still 
attributed  to  such  invisible  power  or  powers  as  many 
worship.  Hence,  the  notion  of  "Taboo"-  a notion  strong- 
ly compact  of  the  unapproachable,  the  irrational,  the 
terrible.  The  early  Christians,  whatever  their  mistakes, 
sins  and  ignorances,  did  this  interesting  thing-they  took 
the  word-  "holy"-  which,  originally  having  its  root  in 
taboo,  had  been  elevated  by  the  Old  Testament  prophets 
to  mean  goodness,  awful  and  exclusive-  they  took  this 
word  and  appropriated  it  to  the  Divine  Spirit  which 
made  for  fellowship.  It  v/as  a new  use  of  the  word. 

So  used,  it  served  to  distinguish  the  indwelling  force 
they  felt  to  be  G-od  from  those  demonic  forces  which 
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they,  in  common  with  their  world,  believed  inspired 
men  with  animosities  and  diseases. 

It  is  essential  to  any  developed  religion  to 
believe  that  God  is  a Spirit  and  that  He  acts  in  the 
world  of  men. 

The  idea  then  of  the  Spirit  may  thus  be  regarded 
as  the  constant  factor  in  religion  linking  the  most 
advanced  speculation  of  our  o^'m  day  with  the  first 
awakening  of  the  higher  life  in  man.  It  has  so 
remained  constant  because  it  has  corresponded  always 
v;ith  a genuine  experience.  Men  have  been  aware,  since 
the  beginning,  of  an  inexplicable  power  which  entered 
from  time  to  time  into  their  lives.  At  first  they 
could  only  associate  it  with  strange  conditions  of  body 
but  as  their  perceptions  grew  finer  they  learned  to  dis- 
cern it  in  all  higher  moods  and  impulses. 

Imaginative  writers  have  often  conceived  of  early 
man  as  looking  round  on  the  world  with  a feeling  of 
wonder,  conscious  of  a divine  presence  in  things  which 
have  now  grown  so  familiar  that  we  are  blind  to  their 
mystery.  But  the  truth,  as  all  sober  observations 
teach  us,  was  just  the  ooposite.  The  sense  of  wonder 
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inr-^the  contemplation  of  stars  and  ocean,  of  the  myr- 
iad forms  of  life,  of  the  processes  of  human  thought, 
is  late  in  development,  and  is  a product  of  knowledge 
and  reflection.  The  disposition  of  primitive  ma.n, 
as  of  the  savage  of  to-day,  was  to  take  the  ordinary 
world  for  granted.  Things  which  happened  invariably 
appeared  in  no  way  wonderful,  and  the  eense  of  mystery 
was  only  awakened  by  that  which  broke  through  the  nor- 
mal course  of  nature,  by  strange  affections  of  mind 
a.nd  body,  and  accidents  that  had  no  a..pparent  cause. 
Religion  was  first  evoked  by  these  extraordinary  thing 
They  were  not  ascribed  to  personal  agencies,  for,  to 
interpret  them  by  conscious  will  demanded  an  effort  of 
reflection  to  which  the  primitive  mind  was  not  yet  e- 
Gual.  It  seemed  enough  to  attribute  them  vaguely  to 
some  unknoTO  quality,  some  maligp  or  beneficent  force, 
which  manifested  itself  from  time  to  time  in  things 
that  were  familiar.  The  idea,  of  the  Spirit,  in  its 
rudimentary  phase,  is  thus  found  at  the  beginning  of 
all  religion. 

This  idea,  of  the  Spirit,  as  it  had  grown  up  in 
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TDriraitive  religion,  passed  over  into  Hebrew  thought, 
and  was  denoted  from  the  first  by  the  word  ''Rueh" , 
or  "RuE.ch" . The  word  itself  appea.rs  to  have  the 
root  meaning  of  air  in  a state  of  agitation,  and  vies 
therefore,  the  usual  word  for  wind.  It  was  also 
applied  to  the  brea.th,  and  since  brea.th  is  the  sign 
of  lifej was  used  for  the  soul,  the  disposition,  the 
will.  Ylhy  this  word  wa.s  chosen  to  denote  the  un- 
knovm  power  which  disturbs  the  given  order  of  things, 
we  cannot  tell.  There  vras  a force  which  moved  invis- 
ibly, like  the  wind,  and  was  sometimes  breathed  in 
by  men  and  sent  them  into  strange  disorder . However, 
it  arose,  the  name  Ruah  is  a survival,  and  in  his- 
torical times  its  original  sense  of  ’’breath'*  or 
"wind"  seems  to  have  been  forgotten.  It  is  signifi- 
cant that  the  idea  of  wind  is  rarely  associated  with 
it  even  by  way  of  metaphor. 

The  Spirit  of  which  we  read  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment is  always  connected  with  God.  Even  when  it  is 
frankly  described  as  mischievous  in  its  effects,  it 
is  yet  said  to  proceed  from  God.  An  evil  Spirit 
comes  upon  Abimelech  and  upon  Saul,  but  is  sent, forth 
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from  God  Himself.  (Judges  9:23-,  I Sam.  16:14;  18:10) 
There  are  indications,  however,  that  the  conception 
had  found  its  place  in  Hebrew  thought  before  the  re- 
ligion of  Yahweh  had  emerged,  or  at  least  before  it 
had  risen  above  the  level  of  nature-worship.  Now  it 
is  significant  that  in  the  earlier  literature  the  Spir- 
it has  nothing  to  do  with  ethical  ideas.  It  is  simply 
the  power  whereby  a man  is  made  capable  of  marvellous 
action,  without  any  regard  to  the  moral  value  of  what 
he  does.  The  Spirit  comes  on  Samson,  and  he  rends  a 
lion  as  if  it  were  a kid;  it  gives  Joseph  the  power 
of  interpreting  dreams;  it  strengthens  David  for  the 
performaonce  of  valiant  deeds.  The  Spirit  is  an  up- 
lifting  power  which  takes  possession  of  the  man  by 
a kind  accident,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  makes  use 
of  it  depends  entirely  on  his  own  will.  From  this 
we  may  infer  tha.t  it  was  not  in  the  first  instance, 
connected  with  Yahv/eh,  who  is  always  conceived  as 
working  towards  some  moral  end.  It  belonged  to  that 
earlier  phase  of  religion  when  divine  action  was  recog- 
nized only  in  what  was  exceptional.  The  frenzy  that 
seemed  to  change  a man  into  a different  being,  the 
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access  of  strength  or  illumination  that  raised  him 

for  the  moment  above  his  fellows,  were  ascribed  to 
the  descent  on  him  of  the  mysterious  Ruah.  It  was 
an  irresponsible  power,  striking  haphazard  like  the 
lightning,  and  issuing  in  either  good  or  evil. 

In  the  earlier  Old  Testament  literature  subordin- 
ation of  the  Spirit  to  Yahweh  is  effected  artificially, 
as  in  the  story  v/hich  tells  how  the  Spirit  obtained 
permission  from  Yahweh  to  deceive  the  king's  prophets. 
(Kings  I 2S:19f)  Here  the  Spirit  is  regarded,  in  the 
ancient  manner,  as  working  for  evil  as  well  as  for 
good,  but  its  action  is  no  longer  independent.  It 
is  under  the  control  of  Yahweh,  a.nd  must  go  forth  at 
his  wish  even  when  its  errand  is  to  deceive. 

The  belief  in  one  G-od  caused  the  Spirit  to  be 
subordinated  to  Yahweh,  and  also  led  to  the  concep- 
tion that  it  was  one  under  all  its  manifestations. 

But  the  idea  of  a.  single  Spirit  was  as  yet  undefined. 

From  this  relation  of  the  Spirit  to  Yahweh  it 
also  followed  that  spiritual  action  was  no  longer 
perceived  in  what  was  merely  abnormal.  As  a power 
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proceeding  from  God  Himself  the  Spirit  was  associated 
with  abnormal  phenomena  of  any  kind.  The  primitive 
idea  still  persisted  that  the  Spirit  only  exercised 
its  influence  on  rare  occasions,  for  short  intervals, 
and  in  the  lives  of  exceptional  men.  In  many  of  the 
ancient  narratives  this  intermittent  nature  of  its 
action  is  vividly  described.  The  Spirit  "leaps  upon" 
Sajrson,  (Judges  14:19).  It  comes  with  like  sudden- 
ness on  Gideon.  (Judges  6:34)  Great  national  leaders 
have  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  come  upon  them. (ISam. 6:13) 

In  the  earlier  literature,  we  do  not  find  any 
consistent  theory  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Spirit. 

Sometimes  it  seems  to  be  regarded  as  personal,  thus 
in  the  story  of  Micaiah  (Kings  18:13;  II  Kings  3:16) 
the  Spirit  that  misleads  the  king's  prophets. is  an 
angelic  messenger,  acting  by  Yahweh* s permission. 

Throughout  the  earlier  period  this  Spirit  of 
God  is  seen  to  manifest  itself  in  exceptional  auctions, 
for  these  alone  appear  to  be  traceable  to  a supernat- 
ural cause.  Ethically,  the  Spirit  continues  to  be 
indifferent.  In  itself,  it  is  nothing  but  a mysterious 
force,  which  makes  a man  different  from  ordinary  men. 


: j^i-rlab  : :r  'll  . ^o£}  i-  '•  ■ r V '<  - — 

'r  t .■  ^cui(j'  . fitx  \.  .lo  .:nr.B'0/^cEc'  f . i .' Xr 

, r 

! affi'O ^ f hi^taX^T^q  IXx*e  r.r^:  ^ 

, X 4 ' • '‘''in  t.nr’oi^.qcr'O  eiJwT  ac  . X'lr* .i?X 

^ri:^  Xc  ■.;r;;':n  . ' . / X;?::c : ^.oxe  j3vli  9;^:*  fi2  ^^3 

0 X io  o-i/gL'tT  ?n  *w‘o  £^  iCiXri  / - iXj*/  Stiv.^  *'■'■. 

-,r»'-:'=  ^^Tfr-c  ol 

' A 

' '■  :">!:/00  T . '•  I:vi  ♦.•C2,VJ- 

'-  < u r ‘ii9^'’}L'v  .r.csii^,  to  '^9::.. 

(^i/.  *' . . -i  r:oqjj  . *f{t  ctXtX'  '.  -■/■'■..'a 

i'rtL  in:;  irtZxGe  e \-:  <tI 

^ ’ * -?  >f  'i:  .frit  c;  n vx-o-jr.^  tr-;*  *i  rof 

-<i_*.'.;  , H'v.cfi-r^cr  LobT-'?.jO’r  01  ot  tiirao^j  ri  XXo  '' 

: IT  ■.' ; : ?/-rfi2)  .X-ii*.oXU  lo  Vrtbt.^?  y.’t  i?X 

'i-CTcr  . .X:^  r.  • r T,3tit  tXrirE  vrit 

. ia-. . >'_^nT  - ,U9  : J9t»m  oiXrv*«^ 

’*  .']--  -;*-•  ; ;it  ■ ■ £-:  ■•<:  i.^>XIX--T9  91*  t t.*T 

, '.'.  'i  jf.*  A ■•’fio  ii' ',  90X9  nX  J r^o'iir  ■111  ct  rro9H  9l  (x:*. 


Another  remarkable  feature  is  that  in  the  early  his- 
tory, the  spirit  always  manifested  itself  in  persons. 

The  Spirit  in  early  times  was  simply  the  power 
that  lay  behind  abnormal  action,  and  the  ethical  in- 
terests which  that  action  might  promote  are  not  con- 
sidered. At  the  same  time,  a higher  development  was 
inevitable  when  once  the  Spirit  was  definitely  con- 
nected with  Yahweh.  It  was  now,  not  the  Spirit  mere- 
ly, but  the  Spirit  of  God. 

(S)  The  Spirit  in  the  Prophets. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  earlier  prophets  rare- 
ly apply  the  idea  of  the  Spirit  to  their  own  mission. 
But  almost  completely,  Isaiah,  Amos,  Micah,  Hosea, 
when  they  insist  on  their  divine  commission  derive  it 
immediately  from  God.  Scott  believes,  "the  breaking 
away  from  the  traditional  idea  of  prophecy  must  have 
been  deliberate,  and  was  most  probably  due  to  the  very 
fact  that  the  Spirit  and  prophetic  madness  were  so 
closely  connected  in  the  popular  mind."^ 

Charlatans  ?/ho  professed  a divine  enlightenment, 
had  always  traded  on  their  supposed  possession  of  the 
1.  Scott,  E.F.,  The  Spirit  in  the  New  Testament ,p. 28 . 
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Spirit.  People  had  become  suspicious  or  contemptu- 
ous of  all  spiritual  utterances,  dismissing  them, 
as  Hosea  tells  us,  with  the  summary  verdict,  "he 
that  hath  the  Spirit  is  mad"  (Hosea  9:7)  Jeremiah 
goes  so  far  as  to  discard  all  reference  to  the  Spir- 
it- even  when  the  tenor  of  his  thought  would  seem 
to  involve  it.  After  the  exile,  the  need  for  ret- 
icence is  apparently  over.  It  may  be  that  when 
prophecy  had  been  perma.nently  lifted  to  a higher 
level  there  was  no  longer  the  same  danger  of  mis- 
taking the  prophet  for  an  ill-balanced  enthusiast. 

The  i^econd  laalah  in  some  of  his  most  impressive 
allusions  to  the  task  entrusted  to  him,  describes 
himself  as  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit.  (Isa. 
48:16;  61:1) 

The  prophets  have  not  freed  themselves  from  the 
belief  that  the  Spirit  acts  suddenly  and  intermitt- 
ently (Isa.  59:19)  but  for  the  most  part  they  think 
of  it  as  a permanent  influence.  (Isa.  28:6  Zech. 
4:6).  The  Spirit  comes  to  be  conceived  as  an  abiding 
power.  "ith  the  prophets  we  leave  behind  us  alto- 
gether the  primitive  notion  of  an  irresponsible  power 
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which  has  only  become  attached  to  Yahweh  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  monotheistic  religion. 

The  Spirit  is  now  in  a real  and  intimate  sense  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

The  Spirit  is  simply  i^od  acting  on  men.  Why 
is  it  that  the  traditional  idea  is  still  preserved? 
The  answer  is  probably  to  be  sought  in  two  directions 
(l)  On  the  one  hand,  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  diffi- 
culty experienced  by  ancient  thinkers  in  conceiving 
of  a power  abstractly.  In  order  to  act,  it  must 
have  some  medium  by  which  to  transmit  itself.  It 
'goes  out  from  God  with  a substance  of  its  own,  like 
a rain  or  a snow,  to  fulfil  the  purpose  whereto  He 
sends  it.  (Isa.  55:11)  But  sometimes  in  the  later 
prophets,  the  Spirit  is  described  in  terms  of  per- 
sonality. Israel  is  said  to  have  grieved  the  Holy 
Spirit.  (Isa.  63:10-14)  It  is  self-taught,  and 
stands  in  need  of  no  counsellor.  (Isa.  40:13,14) 
Ezekiel  appears  to  speak  of  it  under  personal 
attributes.  (3)  The  Prophets  refuse  to  give  up 
the  old  conception  because  it  enables  them  to  suppose 
a real  contact  of  the  divine  with  the  human  nature, 
and  yet  to  preserve  the  due  distance  between  God-man. 
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'i’he  Spirit,  although  apart  from  Crod,  is  con- 
ceived as  Kis  agent  and  manifestation.  It  is  assumed 
that  man  himself  is  a creature  of  earth,  who,  with 
all  his  striving,  cannot  perfectly  obey  ^od’s  ’.Vill, 
and  who  must  receive  from  God  the  wisdom  and  strength 
which  are  lacking  in  him.  "Not  by  might  or  power, 
but  by  ray  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.  " (Zech.4;6  Isa- 
28:6;  Zech.  12:10) 

The  conception  of  the  Spirit  as  securing  the 
future  welfare  of  the  nation  finds  memorable  utter- 
ance in  certain  prophecies  of  the  Messiah.  From 
the  earliest  times  we  have  found  the  Snirit  v/as 
regarded  as  the  necessary  endowment  of  all  great 
national  leaders.  So  the  inference  is  inevitable 
that  the  Messiah  would  be  endowed  with  the  heaven- 
ly power  in  a pre-eminent  degree.  (Isa.  11:2) 

(3)  The  Spirit  in  the  Later 

Old  Testament  Literature. 

In  Joel  we  are  able  to  see  the  direction  in 

which  the  Spirit  had  been  moving  during  the  prophetic 
period.  It  was  recognised  that  the  Spirit  was  sent 
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forth  by  God,  to  accomplish  His  high  purposes.  But 
especially  we  notice  now  that  the  activities  of  the 
Spirit  was  bearing  especially  on  the  destinies  of 
Israel,  ^od  chose  this  nation,  and  was  seeking 
by  His  Spirit  to  keep  it  faithful;  from  this  it  fol- 
lowed that  the  full  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  was  re- 
served for  the  future. 

'“e  have  seen  that  the  strange  phenomena  which 
were  supposed  to  have  their  origin  in  the  Spirit 
were  only  those  which  manifested  themselves  in  the 
sphere  of  human  life.  Conceived  though  it  was  in 
terms  of  substance,  the  Spirit  was  never  associated 
with  the  physical  world.  But  in  the  later  literature 
we  have  at  least  the  beginning  of  an  attempt  to  dis- 
cover the  Spirit  at  work  in  nature,  '^’he  author  of 
the  book  of  Job  declares  that  "by  his  Spirit  God 
hath  garnished  the  heavens."  (Job  26:13)  In  the 
104th  Psalm  the  Spirit  appears  as  the  vivifying 
principle  in  all  creatures.  "These  all  wait  upon 
Thee:-  thou  takest  away  their  brea.th,  they  die  and 
return  to  their  dust.  Thou  sendest  forth  thy  Spir- 
it, they  are  created;  and  thou  renewest  the  face 
of  the  earth."  (Ps.  104  27ff>)  The  idea  is  sometimes 
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that  all  forms  of  life  are  derived  from  the  Spirit. 

(Eccles.  3:19;  of.  Job  34:14)  Elsewhere  it  is  man 
alone  to  whom  life  is  communicated  by  the  Spirit. 

"My  life  is  yet  within  me,  and  the  Spirit  of  God 
is  in  my  nostrils."  (Job  27:3)  Also  Job.  38:8; 

33:4  and  Eccles.  18:7  give  the  same  view^.  Also  Job 
28  and  Prov.  7 and  8 v;e  have  wisdom  endo?/ed  with  some- 
thing like  a personality,  and  was  made  to  act  as  the 
assessor  of  God  in  His  government  of  the  v/orld. 

The  idea  of  the  Spirit  as  operative  in  the  nat- 
ural world  finds  its  chief  expression  in  the  opening 
chapter  of  Genesis  which  belongs  to  the  later  period 
of  Old  Testament  thought. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  later  Old  Testament 
development  must  be  sought  in  another  direction.  In- 
stead of  allying  itself  with  cosmical  specula.tion 
the  idea  of  the  Spirit  was  brought  into  closer  re- 
lation to  the  inner  life  of  man.  It  took  on  a pure- 
ly religious  significance.  This  was  partly  the  con- 
sequence of  that  individualism  which  became  more  and 
more  pronounced  as  the  life  of  the  nation  decayed. 
Formerly  the  Spirit  had  been  identified  with  Israel, 


^ >1:;  &rii. 

- •'.I  ^ ^ 

...  n:  SI  ./'.•«r.'.  i ■'.:  ■ • • ' - 

. • 'yi  ' ” - 

liS  vrj  ceS'r^:nL.voi,-c  :■  1 ,llL  -<Civ^t  c*  ^hoXfi 

y s-l'T.  tc^  '7-  * -1-  fOm  .liiitir;  Ss'(  al  V„ ' 

• -;  . oeJ-1  cfc’ } . ^ l:iSnc>ct  .l  i ai 

. ceL  • . • : /.  e-r  •^a  ■•'?  v:>‘I  . 'sloo-  _:’..  . 

-•■.-c,3  KSS^.r  S'craju^:  ^v-r;  ow  ''  or.'  '■'  .vr::®  .’^n' 

O'  8fiW  brr-  . -,  ■:-:n03:re'’  ^ 

.i.-I"iow.  9ut  'to  j neEn.’ii-- 70  •,  sir  n,x  ''O-.  iC  iOr^~08s.>i 

-.  •.-.  ^i'.*  iTi  i)vls '■i^^jqo  as  cfiTic^c'  d4-  V>  s^hi 
^^nln^cc.  3:  : r.t  r.oiaasiq>:(?  ^«i.’  • i.S i ..I*"  : Isaj 

LC'Jt'XST  ’l“'S  '‘l  .'•.- t C^^  «9';/’Or^?Cf  jciu^i-- ' ' 

. :i  j’l:  ^t-;- i J.jeV  tlx  j 


U i. 


bZO  “^:g  ©fir 


-;:T  . : h-oOn  , ni  ©c  J■:ii^3  '^iI'-y5^oX^v3^fc 

iu j Iscxixoco'  liJ -^  •''  '^. '^iioC  ;^rri\Il3  :i-'’ j s 

J".;  ;*.'0'i\:  3’=r  iiiic"*  -ii  snvi  3.*:? 
^-}V.  - ianni  >-iX 

-noo  9f;j  •vX*ti':'T  si^iT  . i3  r. -'Oi.>iXi:'’l  \I 

bas  9iOfrt  £>;:'-ov'-  ii . v^‘ ; fT!  1 iX_u;oi  .'xx*:rx  ‘ *io  -^on^L'pea 
. apv-jO©f:  iic  iiBC  Sifi  xo  'jlif  3iZs  sx>  t soflL'CCfO'xr:  OTOjT 
, C^isI  rTJ'xv  i bad  :?i'Ei:'re  3dS 


V.f. 


but  it  was  now  thought  of  in  its  action  on  indiv- 
idual Israelites.  It  was  the  power  by  which  men 
were  sustained  and  guided  in  the  life  of  righteous- 
ness and  brought  into  communion  with  God. 

So  on  these  higher • levels  of  the  late  religion 
of  Israel  it  is  often  difficult  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  just  and  merciful  God  and  the  Spirit  by 
which  He  draws  near  to  men  and  brings  them  into  har- 
mony with  His  om  nature. 

In  the  development  of  prophecy  a new  direction 
was  given  to  the  primitive  idea.  The  Spirit  was, 
especially  after  the  advent  of  the  great  prophets, 
henceforth,  regarded  as  the  medium  of  divine  revela- 
tion. Its  distinctive  function  was  to  convey  some 
message  from  God  to  the  mind  of  His  proohets,  while 
in  a wider  sense  it  was  the  power  at  work  in  the  re- 
ligious life  generally.  To  receive  of  God’s  Spirit 
was  to  enter  into  communion  with  God,-  to  become 
capable  of  knowing,  trusting  and  serving  Him. 

At  the  time  when  our  New  Testament  came  into 
being  the  belief  in  the  Spirit  had  become  cardinal 
in  Christian  thought,  and  prominence  is  given  to  it 
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in  the  Gospels  no  less  thp.n  in  the  other  writings. 

But  when  we  examine  the  Gospels  more  closely  it  is 
at  once  apparent  that  a distinction  must  be  ms.de. 

The  evangelists  look  back  on  the  life  of  Jesus  in  the 
light  of  conceptions  which  were  dominant  in  their 
time,  to  preserve  the  tradition  they  had  received. 

As  a consequence  there  is  a frequent  descrepency  be- 
tween the  narrative  in  itself  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  presented,  and  this  is  now’here  more  striking 
than  in  the  references  to  the  Soirit.  The  attitude 
of  Jesus,  as  is  gathered  from  his  recorded  words, 
is  manifestly  different  from  that  of  the  evangelists; 
and  we  have  first  to  ask  ourselves  how  far  they  are 
themselves  responsible  for  the  place  which  the  Spirit 
seems  to  occucy.  It  was  the  accepted  belief  of  the 
early  church  that  the  Spirit  had  been  promised  by 
Christ  to  his  oeople,  and  had  been  bestowed  on  them 
after  his  death.  This  belief  meets  us  in  the  early 
chapters  of  Acts,  and  in  the  theology  of  Paul. 
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III 

THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  ST. PAUL’S  EPISTLES. 

(l)  Introductory 

A remarkable  fulness  of  teaching  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  found  in  the  writ- 
ings of  St.  Paul.  It  is  much  fuller  in  the  teach- 
ings of  St . Paul  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Nev/ 
Testament. 

Co 

’It  is, the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  that  we  must 
turn  for  the  fullest  treatment  which  the  doctrine 

of  the  Spirit  receives  within  the  limits  of  the 

1. 

New  Testament.' 

The  teaching  touches  every  part  of  his  mes- 
sage. The  Spirit  is  regarded  as  essentially  char- 
acteristic of  the  New  Covenant. 

’The  work  of  the.  Holy  Spirit  enters  so  largely 
into  the  life  of  the  Church,  and  held  so  great  a 

place  in  the  thought  of  the  first  age,  that  no 
Apostolic  letter  to  the  Churches  could  ignore  it 
altogether;  and  references  to  it  will  be  found  in 
all  the  Epistles  attributed  to  St.  Paul  with  the 
exception  of  the  short  private  letter  to  Philemon.’ 

1.  Swete,  Article  'Holy  Spirit,  Hastings'  Bible 

dictionary,  p.409. 

2.  Swete,  The  Holy  Spirit  in  the  N.T.p.226. 
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•In  studying  the  New  Testament  teaching  con- 
cerning the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  individ- 
ual man,  his  methods  and  processes  in  the  training 
of  each  soul  for  G-od,  we  naturally  turn  to  St.  Paul. 

He  has  made  this  subject  his  own.  Others  have  touched 
upon  it,  he  has  developed  it  and  led  the  theological 

thought  of  the  Christian  Church  in  reference  to  it  for 

1 

centuries. ' 

"This  is  the  more  remarkable  because  we  usually 
think  of  St.  Paul  mainly  and  almost  entirely  as  the 
Apostle  of  righteousness  by  faith.  But  his  doctrine 

of  the  Spirit  is  the  necessary,  vital,  and  essential 

8. 

complement  of  his  doctrine  of  Justification.” 

In  harmony  with  the  methods  of  modern  thought 

several  attempts  have  been  made  to  discover  and  trace 

the  source  of  the  Pauline  doctrine  of  the  t^pirit,  and 

the  greatest  possible  differences  of  opinion  exist. 

According  to  Sanday  and  Heedlam,  'the  doctrine  of  the 

Spirit  of  God,  or  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  taken  over  from 

3 

the  Old  Testament.'  . Gunkel  derives  the  doctrine 
from  ^t.  Paul's  o^n  experience  and  originality,  with 

1.  Davison,  The  Indwelling  Spirit, p. 59 

2.  Moule,  Veni  Creator,  pp. 164-167 

3.  Ganday  and  ^eadlam,  Romans, p -199 
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very  little  connection  with  the  Old  Testament. 

1 

Stevens,  thinks  that  the  root  is  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, but  that  personal  experience  and  originality 
were  of  greater  importance  in  determining  its  devel- 
opment. Swete  speaks  of  St.  Paul’s  treatment  as  char- 
acterised by  'an  insight,  a freshness,  and  a precision 
due  pertly  to  his  unioue  experience  partly  to  the  inten- 
sity of  his  interest  in  the  ^jospel  and  its  workings 

2 

upon  human  nature . ' 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  doubt  that  the  Old  Tes- 
tament and  also  the  specific  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  St.  Paul's  o\to  experience  combine  to  give  this  doc- 
trine both  its  contents  and  form. 

The  teaching  is  found  in  each  group  of  the  Epis- 
tles under  special  aspects. 

'There  is  a manifest  progress  in  the  apostle's  han- 
dling of  this  subject  which  corresponds  to  the  orogress 

3 

in  his  own  life  and  work.' 

The  first  group  consists  of  I and  II  Thessalonians , 

and  here  'he  scarcely  exceeds  the  usual  teaching  of  the 

4 

first  genera.tion. ' Two  points  of  special  interest 

1.  *^tevens.  The  Theology  of  the  N.T.p.432  note 

2.  Swete,  Article  'Holy  spirit',  Hasting's  Sible  Die. p. 409 
3. Swete,  ut  Supra,  p.409 

4.  Swete,  ut  supra,  p.409  (I  Thess . i .1 , 5, 3;  Iv  7.8;v.l9; 

II  Thess. ii. 13) 
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are  (l)  the  reference  to  men's  neture  as  'spirit, 

1 

soul  and  body,  and  (2)  the  statement  that  the  Holy 

2 

Spirit  is  associated  with  the  truth. 

The  second  group  includes  '^alatians;  1 and  2 

Corinthians,  Homans.  Of  these  Swete  remarks: 

3 

'The  next  group  of  letters  carries  us  into 

the  heart  of  his  teaching  on  this  subject  and  we 

find  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  what  is  largely  a.  new 
4 

revelation.'  Starting  with  '^alatians  iii,  and  v., 

we  see  the  force  cf the  statement  that  'the  epistle 
to  the  ’^alatians  furnishes  ample  ground  for  the  stu- 
dent who  would  follow  St.  Paul's  exposition  of  the 

5 

things  of  the  Spirit.' 

The  three  special  points  of  interest  and  impor- 
tance in  I Corinthians  are  (l)  the  relation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  spiritual  insight (ch . ii ) 

(2)  the  action  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  formation 
of  the  Church  (ch.xii.13);  (S)  the  great  question 

of  spiritual  gifts  in  relation  to  the  Holy  Spirit 

6 

( chs.  xii,  xiv) . In  2 Corinthians  the  Holy  Spirit 

1.  I Thess.  V.  23 

2.  II  Thess.  ii.  13 

3.  Rom.  1,  2 Cor.,  Gal.  "" 

4.  Swete,  ut  supra,  p.  409 

5.  Davison,  op.  cit.  p.75 

6.  Thomas,  "The  Holy  Spirit  of  God"  Note  P.  p.282 
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1b  associated  very  largely  with  the  Apostle’s 
ministry.  In  Romans,  while  there  are  allusions  in 
chs.  V,  and  xv.,  the  most  important  place  is 

ch.  viii.,  which  may  almost  be  called  the  Apos- 
tle’s great  place  of  the  subject^  No  single  passage 
is  so  full.  While  concerned  almost  entirely  with 
the  relation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  believer’s 
deliverance  through  the  victory  over  sin,  the  treat- 
ment is  remarkably  varied  and  complete. 

’There  is  perhaps  nothing  in  the  whole  ra.nge 
of  New  Testament  Pneumatology  which  carries  us  so 
far  into  the  heart  of  the  Spirit’s  work.  He  is 
seen  here  in  His  most  intimate  relations  with  the 
human  consciousness,  distinct  from  it,  yet  assoc- 
iated with  its  imperfectly  formed  longings  after 
righteousness,  acting  as  an  intercessor  on  its  behalf 
in  the  sight  of  God,  as  the  glorified  Christ 
does;  not  however  in  heaven,  but  in  the  hearts  of 
believers.  The  mystery  of  prayer  stands  here 
revealed,  as  far  as  it  can  be  in  this  life;  we 
see  that  it  is  the  Holy  Spirit  ’Ilho  not  only  inspires 
the  filial  spirit  which  is  the  necessary  condition 
of  prayer,  but  is  the  author  of  the  "hearty  desires" 
Thomas,  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  Note  A.  P.374 


B.ioi '.'  r ’’ r '.  ■’■'  t e'xerlT 


i,  V , r '.  n',  • 


.'?qlc  ' JTi0.v  •?!:•*•  . . ••■•-•:  ftr”  ,v  . a.'t-' 

- -.v  r--^J  '"‘•fTir.  ca  t .-orls  . tlv  . 

91^1:1*3  05.  eril  :to  c^-r'Xr  'si? 

fld-iw  yl^7icr:x-  3-a';  .xonxoonoo  ^ Eiif^  .Tr'^  os  al 

ol  vXoI-  vJj-  "_o  r.oi.--:^-;  r dt 

.;  .?  , ••■'  ■ '-’VO  vTOd-oXv  a*li  i ■••:. -^  oorra^^rxlv?: 

*1 

. ■ sroifoo  L;':.  vI'J  MqfBO'S  Ui  jnsr: 


_.  , -••„  mIo:.  ...  jai^XoiT  q.''i£ilSO  eX  f^'l  ' 

03  an  aol-ii  'O  doi-  (IjOIoj  r,mf3£i'^-  « nem.B-t  3sT  lo 

rt-  . I q'r  OilJ'  “to  ori.’’’  ojni  isl 

- 9r"?  j30ii’  .j.:'  ni  OT'^-l  ITC'  3 

-cca-'^  '^ey  ;i:-.r'i^ r if  n-r^^-t'Cxotinoo 

eyii5ii,ricl  •>  etf 

llsdc-d  sti  no  X03  3^-'>''i*=*v'tfy.  ^S3  3ISRi/C 


'■’  lioiiX-Cl 

t 

?n_  1-  £tX 

■.w  .Ji  Xua 

■'  F;  r'  n X t ■ 

i V V.- 

cn  ic..  ; DO 

Y'toX'V'SJ 

-*lX. 

. 'tevaiXad 

9 f i .‘.XI  'ii.i?-  n.t  ou  n-'O  .‘  i 3-  , '■ -qLG9T^r?*r 


noXt.,;:.' 

'‘aaiisuL 


ri'  c-  T'Sxi  ‘‘ X ifcidr'  :lX'''Xi;"'  I„.X.ril  sdw 
yXx.q :*d‘*  ai*v  ':o  'idi  oX  tx/o’  .t-sy-tsc  "’O 

. . *-»f  "to  rXXTX’7*  ,fl^V  . '.  - 
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which  are  its  essence.’ 

The  third  group  consists  of  Collossisns,  Ephes- 
ians, and  Philippians . Uniting  these  and  the  later 
Pastoral  Epistles,  Swete  remarks: 

’We  find  the  Aoostle's  point  of  view  somewhat 
modified.  The  intensity  of  his  interest  in  the  in- 
dividual life  has  now  been  supplemented  by  a new 
interest  in  the  unity  and  catholicity  of  the  Church. 
He  touches  on  the  relations  of  the  Spirit  of  the  in- 
dividual with  a freshness  of  conception  which  shows 

that  he  is  as  keenly  iraoressed  as  ever  with  their 

2 

primary  importance;  yet  it  is  as  the  Spirit  of  the 

universal  Church  that  he  now  especially  delights  to 

3 

contemplate  the  Holy  Ghost. ' 

In  Golossians  the  only  reference  to  the  Spirit 
is  found  in  ch.  18.  In  Philippians  the  teaching  is 
also  only  occasional  and  incidental.  But  in  Ephes- 
ians the  doctrine  is  remarkably  full,  both  in  regard 
to  the  individual  and  also  to  the  community.  It 
should  never  be  forgotten  that  Ephesians  is  the 

1.  Swete,  The  Holy  Snirit  in  the  N.T.  p.  221 

2.  Eph.  i.13,14;  Iv.'sO;  vi.17,18;  Phil, i. 19; 

Col.  i.7;  2 Tim.  i.l4 

3.  Swete,  Article  'Holy  Spirit',  Hasting' s Bible 

Dictionary  p.  410 
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next  place  in  the  New  Testament  after  Matthew  where 

the  Church  universal,  as  distinct  from  the  Church 

local,  is  treated.  In  I Corinthians  he  is  dealing 

with  the  Ecclesia  of  a single  city,  hut  in  the  E- 

pistle  to  the  Ephesians  he  is  dealing  with  the  univer 
1 

sal  ^cclesia. 

The  fourth  group  is  formed  of  I Timothy,  Titus, 

2 Timothy.  The  teaching  as  to  the  Holy  Sr)irit  in 

these  2r)igtles  is  concerned  almost  entirely  with  the 

2. 

ministry.  Although  there  is  a na.tural  and  an  in- 
evitable difference  in  these  Epistles  by  reason  of 
the  very  different  topics  of  discussion  yet, 

'even  in  the  Pastoral  Epistles  Pauline  theology 
is  not  unpresented,  and  in  particular  they  contain 

several  characteristic  allusions  to  St.  Paul's  doc- 

3 

trine  of  the  Spirit.' 

“^s  we  study  these  four  groups,  it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  noticing  that  the  main  and  important  element 
of  the  Apostle's  teaching  are  found  in  Salatians; 

1 and  2 Corinthians;  jtiomans;  Ephesians;  from  these 
Epistles  alone  we  are  able  to  derive  the  specific 
outline  of  his  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

1.  Hort,  Christian  Ecclesia,  p.l41 

2.  I Tim.  Iv.I;^  2 Tim.  i.  6,7,14. 

3.  Swete,  -^he  H'^ly  Spirit  in  the  N.T.p.243. 
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'^'hen  we  endeavour  to  combine  and  correlate 
the  va,rious  aspects  of  teaching,  we  find  that  they 
can  clearly  be  resolved  into  the  two  main  aspects: 

The  ^“ork  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Spirit. 
Each  of  these  needs  careful  attention.  Swete  says: 

’By  far  the  larger  number  of  ^t.  Paul's  references 

to  the  Spirit  in  these  Enistles  are  concerned  with 

1 

His  operations  on  the  spirit  of  man.’ 

Indeed  His  operations  may  perhaps  be  best  under- 
stood by  commencing  v/ith  St.  Paul's  idea  of  the  human 
spirit  in  relation  to  the  SxDirit  of  God.  Bruce 
says  that  ’the  great  question  for  him  was  not,  what 

the  Holy  Snirit  is  but  what  He  does  in  the  soul  of  a 

2 

believing  man. ’ 

In  every  part  of  a believer's  life  the  Holy  Spir- 
it is  made  prominent.  From  beginning  to  end.  He  is 
all,  and  nothing  seems  to  be  outside  His  operations. 
Sraeaton  says:  ’^Tien  we  survey  the  na.mes  or  titles 

of  the  Spirit  in  St.  Paul's  Epistles  they  are  numerous. 
If  we  survey  His  titles  as  derived  from  the  benefits 
and  blessings  which  He  confers,  and  of  which  He  is  the 

1.  Swete,  Article  'Holy  Spirit'  Hasting’s  -ible 

•‘-'ictionary  p.  409 

2.  Bruce,  St.  Paul's  'Conception  of  Christianity ,p. 242 
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author.  He  is  called  the  Spirit  tha.t  dwelleth  in 
us  (Rom.  viii.II),  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revela- 
tion in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus  (Eph.  i.l7) 
the  Spirit  of  adoption  (Rom.  viii,  15)  the  Spirit  of 
life  (Rom.  viii  2)  the  spirit  of  meekness  (Sal.vi.I) 

the  Spirit  of  cower,  and  of  love,  and  of  a sound  mind 

1 

(2Tim.  i.7)  . Denney  speaks  of  * what  is  cha.racteris- 
tically  Pauline  in  the  conception  of  the  Spirit,  name- 
ly, a possession  of  the  Spirit  which  is  beyond  all  par- 
ticular "gifts"  or  "operations"  of  a spiritual  kind, 

2 

v/hich  is,  in  short,  identical  with  Christian  life.’ 

The  following  points  seem  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant, and  to  call  for  special  notice.  1.  He  is 
the  Source,  Principle,  and  Support  of  the  spiritual 
life,  (a)  In  relation  to  the  past  He  is  the  Spirit 
of  Sonship  (Rom.  viii  15)  and  liberty  (2Cor.  iii.l7) 

(b)  In  relation  to  the  present  He  is  the  Spirit  of 
holiness  whose  presence  is  the  guarantee  of  ’fruit* 

'Z 

(Gal.  v22) . (c)  In  relation  to  the  future  life  He 

is  the  Spirit  of  heirship  as  the  earnest  of  our  in- 
heritance (Eph.  i.  14:  cf.  Rom.  viii. 23),  and  the 

guarantee  of  our  resurrection  (Rom.  viii.II) 

1.  Smeaton,  The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  p.58 

2.  Denney,  Article  ’Holy  Spirit' , Die.  of  Christ  and 

the  Gospels,  p.738 

3.  Davison,  op.  cit.  ch.v. 
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2.  There  is  a fundamental  distinction  between  the 

1 

'flesh'  and  the  'spirit'.  According  to  St.  Paul 

the' flesh'  is  either  physical  or  ethical.  In  the 

latter  sense  it  is  the  sphere,  seat,  instrument,  but 

not  the  principle  of  sin.  This  remarkable  contrast 

'pervades  the  Anostle's  writing,  a,nd  is  consoicuous 

2 

in  such  passages  as  Rom.  viii;  ^al.  v.' 

3.  The  use  of  'spirit'  to  describe  both  Civine  and 

3. 

human  elements.  In  several  passages  where  this 

is  discussed,  'it  is  not  easy  to  determine  whether 

the  apostle  means  the  Spirit  of  God  in  man,  or  the 

soirit  of  man  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
4 

God. ' 


Probably  in  several  of  the  doubtful  passages 
we  are  to  understand as  the  human  spirit 
influenced  by  and  identified  with  the  Spirit  of  God. 


It  would  seem  as  though  no  ha,rd  and  fast  rule  can 

be  laid  down,  especially  in  such  a passage  as  Rom. 

ch.  viii.  A similar  difficulty  arises  in  connection 

. . , 5 

with  the  ad  jectivesTT'v'f  /u  Koi  and ^ i 

The  former  is  the  man  under  the  control  of  the 
the  latter  under  the  control  of  the  ^ \ 

But  it  would  seem  as  though  the  former  must  mean 

1.  Swete,  'j-he  Holy  Spirit  in  the  II.T.p.  193 

2.  Denney,  ut  Supra,  p.  739 

3.  Davison,  Op.  Cit.  Ch.  iii;  Fletcher,  The  Psychology  of  N.T. 

4.  Swete,  •‘Article  'Holy  Spirit',  Hastings  Bible  -^ic.  P.410 
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the  highest  nature  of  man  as  possessed  and  ruled 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  One-  thing  is  quite 


to  the  unregenerate,  and  cannot  be  limited  to  the 
regenerate  only.  2 Cor.  vii.  I is  conclusive  on 
this  point. 

*It  must  be  said,  however-  in  opposition  to 
some  highly  respected  authorities,  including 
Delitzsch,  Neander  and  others-  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  the  view  that  the  ^0^  in 

St.  Paul  is  a faculty  of  which  the  natural  man 
is  destitute,  and  which  is  only  imparted  in  regen- 
eration. It  is  contrasted  with  "flesh”  in  many 
cases  where  regeneration  has  not  taien  place;  it 
is  used  in  connection  with  such  words  as 
disobedience  and  cowardice;  and  its  occurrence 
in  2 Cor.  vii.  I.,  "Let  us  cleanse  ourselves  from 
all  filthiness  of  flesh  and  spirit,"  shows  that 
both  parts  of  man’s  nature  have  been  stained 
with  sin,  and  that  both  may  be  cleansed  and  renewed 
by  grace. 

Discussion  has  often  been  rife  as  to  the 
meaning  of  spirit,  soul,  and  body  in  I Thess. 

t Davison,  op.cit.p.70 
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V.23.  Is  man  tripartite  or  bipartite?  There 
are  great  names  on  both  sides,  and  certainly  in 
passages  like  Luke  i.  46,47  there  is  no  essential 
difference  between  soul  and  spirit.  Perhaps  we 
may  say  that  * spirit*  is  that  element  or  aspect 
of  human  nature  which  is  capable  of  fellowship 
with  God;  'soul*  is  that  non-material  part  which 
includes  the  thoughts,  emotions,  and  volition, 
while  *body*  is  the  physical  element. 

*The  preferable  view,  now  very  generally 
adopted,  would  seem  to  be  that  spirit,  soul,  and 
flesh  are  in  St.  ■‘^aul  as  elsewhere  in  the  Bible, 
not  three  nature?,  but  man*s  nature  viewed  in 
three  aspects.  The  spirit  is  the  self-  conscious 
life-  principle  given  by  Sod,  in  virtue  of  which 
man  thinks  and  feels  and  wills.  The  soul  is  the 
personal  being  so  constituted,  and  is  descriptive 
of  man*  natural,  earthly  life;  while  man,  as  flesh 
inherits  a frail,  perishable  body,  which  represents 
him  on  the  outer  and  lower  and  material  side.  The 
whole  man,  body,  soul,  and  spirit  is  redeemed  by 
Christ,  and  is  to  be  completely  sanctified  by  the 
renewing  power  of  the  indwelling  Spirit  of  God*^ 

■f" 

■**Bavison,  op.cit.p.70 
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Summing  up  the  whole  question  of  the  relation 

of  the  Divine  to  the  human  'spirit',  we  may  remark 

that  they  are  so  intimate  as  to  he  indistinguishable, 

although  their  union  is  always  regarded  as  equivalent 

to  communion,  never  to  identity.^ 

4.  A clear  distinction  is  drawn  between  the 

grace  and  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  between  the 

ordinary  and  the  extraordinary;  between  A -p'fs 
/ 

and^^/^*'^/^  ^ . It  has  been  thou^t 

that  while  the  Apostle  fully  accepted  the F ^ ^ 

he  saw  their  spiritual  danger,  and  thereupon  was 
led  to  emphasise  more  definitely  the  ordinary 
graces  of  the  Spirit.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  he  held  quite  as  firmly  as  any  of  his  contera- 
poraties  the  supernatural  manifestations  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  form  of  miraculous  gifts. 

'Paul  shared  to  the  full  the  belief  of  the 
primitive  Church  oh  this  subject.  He  himself 

enjoyed  a measure  of  the  common  gift  of  the 
Spirit  that  was  greater,  it  wou|d  seem,  than  that 

which  fell  to  any  other,  uniting  in  himself  in 

a singular  degree  the  various  endowments  that  were 

conferred  on  believers  by  this  new  power.  He 

^ Thomas,  T.H.C.,  The  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  on. 30-31 
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was  in  the  most  entire  agreement  with  his  fellow- 
Christians  as  to  the  super  human  origin  of  the  gift 
and  as  to  its  paramount  value  for  the  religious  life.' 

'It  is  not  intended  to  suggest  that  the  Apostle 
broke  entirely  away  from  the  earlier  charismatic 
theory.  He  not  only  did  not  doubt  or  deny,  he  earn- 
estly believed  in  the  reality  of  the  miraculous  char- 
isms.  He  even  sympathised  with  the  view  that  in  their 

miraculousness  lay  the  proof  that  the  power  of  God 
2 

was  at  work. ' 

His  teaching  as  to  the  relation  of  spiritual 

gifts  to  the  normal  graces  of  the  Spirit  clearly 

shows  his  view  of  their  relative  value  and  iraoort- 
3 

ance.  But  although  he  emphasises  the  normal  element 

of  the  Christian  life,  he  is  none  the  less  emphatic  as 

to  the  source  of  everything  being  the  Holy  Spirit. 

'The  fact  that  the  ordinary  graces  of  Christian 

character  were  ascribed  by  him  to  the  Spirit  of  God, 

is  of  itself  a testimony  to  the  superhuman  worth  and 

Divine  origin  that  were  felt  to  belong  to  true  and 

4 

noble  character  in  apostolic  times.' 

5.  The  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Church 
is  based  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  in- 

1.  Somerville,  St.  Paul's  Conception  of  Christ,  p.ll4 

2.  Bruce,  op.  cit.  p.  248 

3.  Cf.  Stevens,  The  Theology  of  the  N.T.  pp.  433-436 

4.  Somerville,  op.  cit.  p.ll6 
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dividuals.  Because  He  dwells  in  individuals,  He 
is,  therefore,  in  the  community;  the  Church  has  the 
Spirit  because  individuals  have  the  Spirit. 

As  we  review  the  teaching  of  the  Apostle  on  the 
Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  see  that 

'The  life  in  the  Spirit  is  the  counterpart  of 
that  justification  by  which  the  believer  was  accepted 
and  forgiven.  With  Paul  these  are  inseparable  elements 
or  aspects  of  the  process  of  salvation.  They  are  or- 
ganically related  to  each  other.  Justification  opens 
the  way  into  the  new  life;  sanctification  is  the  dev- 

velooraent  of  that  life  through  the  union  with  Christ 

1 

which  is  entered  into  by  faith' . 

And  so  'when  the  religious  ideas  of  the  apostolic 
age  are  considered,  this  correlation  of  the  Spirit 
with  man's  ethical  and  practical  life  seems  to  be 

Paul's  greatest  contribution  to  the  doctrine  under 

2. 

consideration. ' 

The  main  teaching  can  be  thus  summarized: 

1.  A close  relation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  uod. 

3 

He  is  called  the  Spirit  of  Cod  and  the  Spirit  of  Him 

4 

that  raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead.  The  same  re- 

5 

suits  are  attributed  to  Him  as  to  God, 

1.  Stevens,  ut  Supra,  p.437  4.  Rom.  viii.  II 

2.  Stevens,  op.cit.p.439  5.  Rom.  xv.  16;  I Thess.v.23 

3.  Rom.  viii. 9 
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S.  An  attribution  of  Divine  personal  activities. 

That  the  Spirit  is  personal  is  seen  from  the  fact 

1 

that  He  can  be  grieved.  A further  proof  of  the 
same  idea  is  the  distinction  between  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Spirit,  and  yet  the  possession  of  i- 
dentical  names  and  work.  It  is  impossible  to  speak 
of  these  statments  as  implying  merely  a personifica- 
tion. 

•By  some  this  personification  of  the  Spirit  is 
regarded  as  purely  poetical  and  rhetorical.  It  is, 
however,  quite  certain  that  there  are  important 
differences  between  Paul's  personifications  of  sin 
and  death  and  his  personification  of  the  Soirit. 

The  operations  of  the  Spirit  are,  in  any  case,  re- 
ally whether  the  Spirit  is  distinguished  from  iod 
and  Christ  or  not.  To  say  that  the  Spirit  is  a 
power,  as  Beyschlag  does,  defines  nothing.  It  is 

to  take  refuge  in  an  abstraction.  God  is  also 
3 

called  a power  without  detriment  to  the  conviction 

of  His  personality.  I am  confident  that  no  such 

co-ordination  with  God  and  Christ  as  we  observe  in 

4 

the  case  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  three  passages 

l.Eph.  lv.30;  I Thess.  v.  19 

2.1  Cor.  ii . 10; ' searcheti%  I Cor.  xii . 4-6; 

2 Cor.  xiii  14;  Eph.  iv.4-6. 

3.  Matt.  XXV i . 34 

4.  2 Cor.  xiii  14;  I cor.  xii.  4-6;  Eph.  iv.4-6 
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can  either  be  found,  or  even  ressonably  imagined,  in  the 
case  of  any  of  Paul’s  other  personifications.  It  seems 
to  me  that  reflective  thought  can  most  naturally  con- 
strue the  functions  of  the  Spirit,  as  Paul  describes 

them,  upon  the  view  that  the  Spirit  is  a self  distinct 

1 

from  God  and  from  Christ.’ 

3.  ’The  relation  of  God  and  the  Spirit  is  not  one 

difficult  to  understand.  We  have  the  entire  history 

and  literature  of  the  Jewish  nation  to  aid  us,  as  v/ell; 

not  so  w^ith  the  relation  of  Christ  and  Spirit.  This 

has  no  oarallel  elsewhere.  It  was  a oroblem  new  to 

2 

the  Christian  Church’ . 

The  titles  must  be  noticed:  of  Christ  (Rom.  viii.9) 

of  His  Son  (Gal.  iv.60).  The  Spirit  is  the  unseen  Agent 

by  Whom  Christ  is  made  real  to  the  believer. 

’He  is  a person  who  represents  Jesus  Christ  to  His 

disciples.  In  the  absence  of  Jesus  Christ  His  presence 

is  more  than  equivalent  to  the  personal  presence  of  the 
3 

latter,  and  in  the  Christian  economy  He,  the  Holy  Spirit, 

4 

is  as  the  personal  God.’ 

'The  Spirit  is  for  Paul  specifically  Christian. 

It  is  not  the  power  or  the  life  of  God  Sirapliciter,  but 
the  power  or  the  life  of  God  as  God  has  been 


1.  Stevens,  up.  cit.  p.445 

2.  Wood,  The  Spirit  of  God  in  Biblical  Lit.  p.228 

3.  John  xvi . 7-15 

4.  2 Cor.  iii.  3-11,  Denio,  The  Supreme  Lea^der,  p.l45 
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manifesoed  in  Christ,  and  especially  in  His  resur- 
rection and  exaltation.  He  calls  it  expressly  the 

1 

Spirit  of  Christ;  it  is  an  epistle  of  Christ  that 

is  written  on  men’s  hearts  by  the  Snirit  of  the  liv- 
2 

ing  God.  The  presence  of  the  Spirit  is,  it  may  be 

said,  the  spiritual  presence  of  the  Lord;  it  is  not 

an  indefinite  oov/er  of  God,  but  the  last  Adam  who  has 

3 

become  the  life-giving  spirit* . 

The  activity  of  Christ  as  the  Redeemer  and  Head 

of  the  Church  is  regarded  as  continued  by  the  Holy 

Spirit  Who  is  at  once  transcendent  and  immanent. 

Lord  and  Life.  The  Spirit  of  God  identified  with 

4 

the  Spirit  of  Christ;  the  Spirit  is  given  through 
Christ;  the  Spirit  reveals  Christ  and  makes  Him  real 
to  the  believer;  the  Sr)irit  is  the  active  principle 
of  Christ’s  personality.  The  value  of  this  as  a crit- 
erion of  alleged  spiritual  phenomena  is  evident.  The 
supreme  question  is  whether  such  phenomena  come  from 
Christ.  The  one  and  only  purpose  of  the  Spirit  is 
to  reveal  and  glorify  Christ. 

Then  there  is  a close  association  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  and  the  Spirit  of  Christ  with  the  Person  of 
Christ.  No  line  of  demarcation  is  drawni  between 

l.Rom.  viii.9  2.  2 Cor.  iii.3-11  Denio,  The  Supreme 

3.  XV. 45  benney.  Article  'Holy  Spirit*  Leader,  p.l45 
Dictionary  of  Christ  and  the  Gospels ,-p. 738 

4.  Rom.  viii.9-11 


1 


Christ  and  the  Spirit.  The  great  Passage  is  2 Cor. 
iii.  17,  'Now  the  Lord  is  the  Spirit'. 

'Being  "in  Christ"  and  "being  in  the  Spirit" 
are  the  same  thing,  and  in  the  thought  of  the  Apostle, 
"Christ",  the  "Spirit  of  Christ,"  and  "the  Spirit 
of  God"  are  practically  synonymous.  His  personal 
influence  and  working  being,  to  the  entire  exclusion 
of  every  lower  element,  the  influence  and  working  of 

the  Holy  Spirit.  He  himself  personally,  might  be 

1. 

spoken  of  as  the  Lord,  The  Spirit'. 

'He  recognised  no  hard  and  fast  line  between  what 

he  owed  to  Christ  and  what  he  owed  to  the  Spirit  of 
2 

God. ' 

'The  transformation  into  the  image  of  the  Lord, 
accomplished  by  beholding  and  reflecting  His  glory, 
is  essentially  a spiritual  operation  only  the  Spirit 
can  effect.  Yet  the  whole  process  is  so  essentially 
that  of  Christ  the  Lord.  Vjliom  the  Spirit  is  glorify- 
ing in  the  believer,  that  the  subtle  and  para.doxical 
expression,  "as  from  the  Lord  who  is  the  Spirit", 
or  "The  Spirit  Y«Tio  is  the  Lord",  is  permissible. 

It  is  readily  understood  by  the  devout  heart  while 

3 

it  may  be  open  to  the  cavils  of  the  critical  mind.' 

1.  Somerville,  op.cit.p.118 

2.  Somerville,  ut  supra,  p.ll3 

3.  Davison,  op.cit.p.74 
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And  so  it  is  possible  to  say  that  ’this  prac- 
tical identity  of  Christ  and  the  Spirit  of  God  is  the 
ground  or  reason  of  that  union  between  Christ  and  His 
people  that  is  so  characteristic  a feature  of  the 
experience  of  the  Christian  life  described  in  the  E- 

oistles  of  Paul,  and  that  sets  his  thought  of  Christ 

1 

in  so  original  a light.' 

4.  The  implica.tions  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
are  obvious.  *‘hile  we  find  nothing  approaching  a 
definite,  metaphysica.1 , ontological  Trinity  in  the 
New  Testament,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  observing  the 
contributions  made  by  St.  Paul  to  the  Christian  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity.  The  association  of  God  the 
Father,  Christ  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  with  Div- 
ine operations  carries  its  own  definite  implication, 
however  far  this  may  be  from  any  systematic  or  phil- 
osophic expression. 

’Though  the  Apostle  attempts  no  metaphysical 

synthesis  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  he  certainly 

affirms  the  fundamental  Trinitarian  ideas.  Thus, 

for  example,  in  the  benediction  he  directly  indicates 

both  the  Divinity  and  the  threefold  existences  of 

2 

Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.’ 

1 .Somerville , op,cit.  p.l81 

2.  Adeney,  the  Theology  of  the  N.T.p.l84 
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We  may  perhaps  sum  up  the  Pauline  doctrine 
by  distinguishing  the  following  uses  of  the  word 
’ Spirit ' . 

a. .  The  Spirit  of  God.  This  is  in  the  direct 

line  of  the  Old  Testament  thought,  though  with 
significant  developments.  In  the  Old  Testament 
the  Spirit  is  revealed  as  mainly  temporary  for 
endowment,  but  leading  up  to  the  idea  of  a perm- 
anent element  for  life.  The  latter  becomes 
normal  in  St.  Paul  though  the  former  is  still 
visible  in  the  New  Testament  idea  of  spiritual 
gifts.  H.W* Robinson  says:  *But  Pa.ul  has  brought 

together  the  Old  Testament  doctrine  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  Old  Testament  aspiration  after  mystic  fel- 
lowship with  God,  and  made  them  real,  vital , personal , 

by  his  conception  of  Christ  as  the  mediator  of  the 

1 

Divine  Spirit.’ 

b.  The  Spirit  of  Christ  as  sent  by  Christ,  and 

revealing  Him.  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God;  the  medium 

of  God  for  us,  Wliom  the  Sxjirit  could  use,  and  to  our 

2 

consciousness  both  are  one  and  the  same  Christ 
dwelling  in  us  by  the  Spirit  is  the  essential  truth 

1.  Hebrew  Psychology  in  j^ela.tion  to  Pauline  Anthro- 

polo;;^-,  in  Mansfield  College  Essays,  p.285 

2.  Gal.  ii  20;  I 0or.  vi.17.19;  Rom.  viii.10,11 
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for  the  believer’s  life. 

1 

c.  The  spirit  as  a.  human  faculty. 

2 

d.  The  spirit  as  a human  fa.culty  renev:ed  by  ijrace. 

e.  The  Spirit  in  the  Church  as  proved  by  the  Phen- 
omena of  graces  and  gifts. 

f.  The  Spirit  in  individual  Christians,  indwelling, 
working,  and  transforming. 

g.  The  Spirit  with  the  genitive,  e.g.  ’Spirit  of 
Life,’  ’Spirit  of  adoption'.  But  this  is  not  to  be 
understood  in  the  modern  sense  of  ’disposition’,  or 

temperament,  a usage  which  is  almost  certainly  not 

3. 

found  in  the  New  Testament. 

We  must  never  forget  that  Paul’s  doctrine  of 

the  Spirit  is  uniformly  practical,  not  speculative. 

It  is  conceived  and  maintained  in  close  and  constant 

connection  with  his  o\m  personal  Christian  experience. 

’Paul’s  psychology  is  not  a matter  of  inference 

and  certainly  not  of  philosophy,  but  of  his  own  person- 

4 

al  experience.' 

'Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  his  whole 

conception  of  the  Spirit  was  religious,  and  had  its 

root  in  his  experience  of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 

5 

in  his  inner  life.* 

l.I  0or.  ii  II;  v,5  2.  Rom.  viii.10,15 

3.  Humphries,  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Faith  and  Experience 

p.261  and  note  2. 

4.  Wood,  op.  cit.p.218  5.  Somerville,  op.cit.p.ll9 
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As  we  lea.ve  this  subject  it  is  again  essential 
to  call  attention  to  the  prominence  and  importance 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  writings 
of  St.  Paul.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  exa.ggerate 
its  significance  for  a true  conception  of  essential 
Christianity. 

'Among  the  many  contributions  of  Paul  to  the  de- 
veloped thought  of  Christianity  only  one,  that  of 
the  universality  of  the  Gospel  apart  from  the  lav/, 

is  more  striking  itself  or  more  far-reaching  in  its 

1 

effects  than  his  theory  of  the  Spirit.' 

The  possession  of  the  human  spirit  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  its  purification,  control,  guidance,  assur- 
ance and  transformation  constitute  the  very  heart  of 
the  Pauline  doctrine  of  the  indwelling  of  Christ  by 
the  Spirit,  and  there  will  never  be  any  practical 
difficulty  in  the  relation  of  the  human  to  the  Divine 
Spirit  if  both  are  kept  in  constant  contact  v/ith  the 
reality  of  a living  experience. 

'The  gracious  ambiguity  of  some  of  St.  Paul's 
expressions  can  deceive  no  one.  The  reason  why  in 
some  passages  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the 
l.Wood,  op.  cit.  p.l98 
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immediate  working  of  the  Spirit  of  God  is  intend- 
ed, or  the  result  of  His  operation  reflected  in  the 
human  spirit,  is  that  these  two  are  strangely  and 
deeply  one.  '•^'e  are  in  the  Spirit  if  He’  is  in  us. 

And  without  the  Spirit  of  Christ  Himself  at  work 

1 

within  us  we  can  do  nothing.’ 


1.  Davison,  op.  cit.  p.77 
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THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  LUKE'S  ’OT TINGS 
(l)  The  Gospel  of  Luke. 

The  opening  pages  of  the  Gospel  of  Luke  indi- 
cate a special  Divine  movement  at  the  time  of  our 
Lord's  birth.  Swete  says  ^t.  Luke's  "narrative  re- 
veals the  fact  that  the  birth  of  the  Baptist  was  ac- 
companied by  a manifestation  of  the  Spirit  unparalleled 

in  the  life  of  the  Jewish  people  since  the  days  of  the 
1 

Maccabees. " 

'As  we  open  the  pages  of  Luke,  we  find  ourselves 

2 

at  once  in  an  atmosphere  agitated  by  the  spirit.' 

The  references  to  the  Holy  Spirit  are  very  full 
and  definite  in  connection  with  the  persons  mentioned 
a.s  associa.ted  with  the  period  of  our  Lord’s  birth. 

All  this  is  in  accord  with  the  viev/  of  the  Hbly 
Spirit  seen  in  the  Old  Testament. 

'The  ministry  of  the  Baptist  was  a link  between 
the  old  order  and  the  new,  and  when  Jesus  began  to 
teach  He  took  up  the  thread  T\rhich  John  had  been  com- 
pelled to  drop.  In  the  Baptist  the  prophetic  Spirit 
utters  its  last  testimony  to  Him  that  was  to  come, 
completing  the  witness  of  the  Old  Testament  at  the 

1.  Swete,  The  Holy  Spirit  in  the  New  Testament ,p. "312 

2.  Denney,  Article  'Holy  Soirit',  Dictionary  of 

Christ  and  the  Gospels,-  736 
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moment  when  the  Christ  was  ready  to  enter  uoon  His 
1 

work’ . 

The  special  fea.ture  of  the  record  at  this  point 
is  the  association  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  the  In- 
carnation. The  answer  of  the  angel  to  Mary  is  stated 
in  the  language  of  the  Old  Testament.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  is  like  the  Old  Testament  manifestations  of 
power,  and  yet,  on  the  other,  it  has  an  element  of 
uniGueness.  The  birth  itself  is  regarded  as  natural, 
but  the  conception  is  associated  with  manifestations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


(a)  In  the  Birth  and  Ministry  of  John  the  Baptist. 


The  first  reference  made  to  the  Holy  Spirit  by 

Luke,  is  in  the  tidings  brought  by  the  ’angel  of  the 
2 

Lord’,  to  gacharias  in  the  Temple,  as  he  stood  min- 
istering at  the  altar  of  incense.  The  son  that  is  to 
be  born,  so  the  angel  said,  "shall  be  great  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  wine  and  strong  liquor  shall 

he  not  drink,  and  he  shall  be  filled  with  the  Holy 
3 4 

Spirit,  even  from  his  mother’s  v/omb." 


1.  Swete,  ut  supra.,  p.  27  2.  Luke  1:11 

3.  The  phrase  ' to  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit’  is 

oeculiar  to  St.  Luke  (1:15,41,67;  Acts  2:4:4:8,31 
9:17;  13:9) 

4.  Luke  1:15 
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On  the  occasion  of  Mary's  visit  to  her  kins- 

1 

woman,  Elizabeth  was  ’filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,' 

and  enabled  to  interpret  Mary's  tidings  with  such 

clearness  of  insight  that  she  recognized  her  at  once 

as  the  mother  of  the  Messiah. 

"And  whence  is  this  to  me,  that  the  mother  of  my 

2 

Lord  should  come  to  me?"  Zacharias  experienced  a 

like  inspiration  when  at  the  naming  of  his  son  he 

prophesied.  "And  hie  father  Zacharias  was  filled  with 

3 

the  Holy  Spirit,  and  prophesied". 

John  enters  in  his  ministry  and  preaches  "the 

4 

baotism  of  reoentance  for  the  remission  of  sins." 

5 

Swete  says,  "He  could  baptize  with  water,  but  not  with 

the  Spirit.  It  was  not  till  his  preaching  of  repentance 

had  raised  expectations  which  he  was  une.ble  to  fulfil, 

("And  as  the  oeople  were  in  expectation,"  ) that  he 

began  to  speak  of  one  who  should  come  after  him  and 

baptize  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  "he  shall  baotize  you 

7 

wdth  the  Holy  Spirit." 
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(b)  Conception  and  Egrly  life  of  Jesus. 

The  special  feature  of  the  record  of  the  concep- 
tion of  Jesus  is  the  association  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

with  the  Incarnation.  After  the  announcement  by  the 

1 

angel  to  Mary  that  she  would  conceive,  she  asks, 

2 

’How  shall  this  be,  seeing  I know  not  a man?" 

This  question  is  answered  by  the  angel,  "The  Holy 

3 

Spirit  shall  come  upon  thee." 

All  this  is  intended  to  teach  the  superhuman, 
supernatural.  Divine  origin  of  the  Personality  of  the 
Son  of  Mary. 

'This  is  the  conviction  which-  not  to  speak  of 
historical  evidence-  sustains  the  stories  of  the  birth 
of  Christ.  He  must  always  have  been  what  Christians 
eventu8.11y  knew  H^m  in  their  OYm  experiences  to  be: 

He  must  always  have  been  Son  of  God.  If  it  is  the 
Spirit  which  makes  Him  Son,  then  behind  the  baptism 
with  the  Spirit  must  lie  a birth  in  which  the  Spirit 
is  equally  important;  not  only  the  equipment  of  per- 
sonality, but  its  origination,  must  be  traced  direct- 
ly to  God.  And  it  is  the  origination  of  the  person- 
ality of  Jesus  with  which  Luke  is  concerned...  Luke 
does  not  betray  any  idea  that  the  Son  of  God  pre- 
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existed,  and  tha,t  he  betrays  and  narrates  the  mode  in 
which  He  came  from  another  order  of  being  into  this; 
and,  difficult  as  it  may  be  to  understand  how  a com- 
panion and  friend  of  St.  Paul  could  ignore  such  an 
idea.,,  we  must  abide  by  the  facts  as  they  are  before 
us.  No  act  of  man,  but  only  the  power  of  God,  lies 

behind  and  explains  the  existence  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
1 

the  world. ' 

According  to  Luke,  there  was  a devout  man  in  Je- 
rusalem, whose  name  was  Simeon,  who  was' waiting  for  the 

2 

consolation  of  Israel’  , at  the  coming  of  the  Messiah-. 

2 

" The  Holy  Spirit  was  on  him,"  and  he  was  conscious  of 

having  received  an  ora.cle  from  the  Holy  Snirit.that 

he  should  live  to  see  the  anointed  of  the  Lord;  it 

was  the  Spirit  that  moved  him  to  enter  the  Temple 

at  the  moment  of  the  presentation  of  the  child  Jesus, 

"and  he  came  by  the  Spirit  into  the  Temple,  when  the 

4 

parents  brought  in  the  child  Jesus." 

(c)  In  the  Ministry  of  Jesus. 


The  next  stage  of  the  subject  is  the  opening 
of  our  Lord's  ministry. 

There  were  three  occasions  in  this  period  where 
the  presence  and  work  of  the  Holy  3t)irit  were  empha- 
sized. 

l.'Wood,  op.  cit.  p.l30  2. Luke  2:25 

3.  Luke  2:26  4.  Luke  2:27 
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(a)  At  the  Baptism.  "This  may  be  called  the  Mes- 
siah's consecration.  V/hile  it  was  ’official’  it  was 
not  public.  It  was  the  Divine  recognition  and  accept- 
a,nce  of  the  Messiah’s  fulfilled  righteousness,  and  a.t 

the  same  time  there  came  new  cowers  with  a new  con- 

1 

sciousness  of  God’s  purpose  and  mission” 

'Two  things  make  that  event  a crisis  in  the  life 

of  Jesus,  for  it  marked  the  realization  by  H^m  of 

His  Messianic  vocation,  and  His  reception  of  the  Divine 

equipment  for  it.  The  conviction  was  mediated  by  a 

Divine  communication  to  the  soul  of  Jesus;  the  equip- 

2 

ment  consisted  in  His  baptism  by  the  Holy  Spirit’. 

The  "Baptism",  it  has  been  said,  "marks  the  point  of 

complete  apprehension  by  the  Lord’s  human  mind  of  the 

fulness  of  all  that  He  was,  and  the  function  which 

it  was  His  to  fill  in  the  divinely  ordered  life  of  the 
3 

world".  "It  was  also  the  occasion  of  His  invest- 
ment with  the  sciritual  cowers  which  enabled  Him  to 
4 

fill  it". 

The  record  of  Luke  is  "Now  when  all  the  people 
were  baptized,  it  came  to  cass,  that  Jesus  also  being 
baptized,  and  praying,  the  heaven  was  opened,  and  the  . 
Holy  Spirit  descended  in  a bodily  shape  like  a dove 


1 . E .H .Johnson,  The  Holy  Spirit,  p.97 

2.  Humphries,  op.  cit.  p.l32 

3 . H. J .0 .Knight , Temptation  of  our  Lord,  p.l3 

4.  Swete,  Spirit  in  the  N.T.  p.  51 
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upon  him,  and  a.  voice  came  from  heaven,  which  said, 

1 

Thou  art  ray  beloved  Son;  in  thee  I ara  v/ell  pleased", 
(b)  At  the  Temotation  ^ The  Preaching  at  ^'^azareth, 
This  may  be  termed  the  Messiah’s  testing,  for 
having  been  anointed  with  power  He  was  ’driven  by  the 
Soirit'  into  the  wilderness  to  be  proved  as  to  His 
fitness  for  the  Divine  work. to  which  He  had  been 
called. 

The  Spirit  urges  him  to  go  forth  into  the  wil- 
derness. "And  Jesus  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

returned  from  Jordon,  and  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into 

2 

the  wilderness."  "The  nature  of  the  Spirit’s  action 

on  the  newly  anointed  Christ  is  clearly  seen;  it  is  a 

pressure  exerted  upon  His  Snirit,  a strong  lead  giv- 

r(3 

en  to  His  mind  and  will.  The  same  Spirit  that  was 
with  him  in  the  v/ilderness  equipped  Him  for  the  pub- 
lic ministry.  "And  Jesus  returned  in  the  power  of  the 

4 

Spirit  into  Galilee". 

"^t.  Luke,  to  whom  we  owe  this  reference  to  the 
Spirit,  evidently  means  his  readers  to  understand  that 
it  covers  the  whole  of  the  Lord’s  minsterial  life, 
for  he  brings  into  close  connection  with  it  the  dis- 
course in  the  synagog^te  at  Nazareth,  which  belongs, 

3.  Swete-  op".’'  cit.  p.51 
4 Luke  4:14 


1.  Luke  3:21-SS 

2.  Luke  1:4 
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as  we  gather  from  St.  Mark,  to  a later  period,  but 


is  aoorooriate  here  as  striking  the  keynote  of  the 

1 

entire  ministry."  The  text  of  the  discourse  is  in 
Second  Isaiah,  "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me; 
because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tid- 
ings unto  the  meek;  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up  the 
broken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 

and  the  ooening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  a.re  bound; 

2 

to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord." 

Jesus  aporooriates  these  words  to  himself,  "To- 
day  has  this  scripture  been  fulfilled  in  your  ears". 

Swete  says  "Thus  the  Lord  Himself  traces  to  the 
Messianic  anointing  which  He  had  received  the  v/hole 
of  the  illuminating,  remedial,  liberating  work  of 
the  years  between  the  Baptism  and  the  Passion.  The 
consciousness  of  that  great  outpouring  of  the  Spirit 

was  the  strength  of  His  prea.ching,  of  His  marvellous 

4. 

works,  and  of  His  personal  life". 


This  may  be  described  as  the  Messiah's  eouipraent, 
and  although  the  incident  may  belong  to  a later  stage 
in  the  ministry,  its  place  in  Luke's  Gospel  seems  to 
strike  a keynote  in  regard  to  the  Messiah's  work. 

1.  Swete  p.58  op.  cit. 

2. Isa.  61:lff  Luke  4:18,19 

3.  Luke  4:21 

4.  Swete  o.  57  op*  cit. 
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’The  words  spoken  at  Nazareth  disclose  the  con- 
sciousness of  a unique  relation  to  the  Spirit  which 

1 

is  presupposed  by  all  that  Jesus  taught  about  Him’ . 

(c)  The  Ministry  of  Jesus 

The  course  of  the  ministry  ha.s  several  refer- 
ences to  the  Holy  Spirit  that  need  attention. 

(a)  The  ministry  in  general  was  marked  by  the 
two  elements  of  teaching  and  miracles.  The  former 
does  not  seem  to  be  associated  anywhere  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,  although,  as  we  have  seen  it  is  found  in  the 
passage  from  Isaiah,  applied  by  Christ  to  Himself  at 
Nazareth.  But  the  miracles  are  in  one  place  assoc- 

n 

Cj 

iated  with  the  power  of  the  Spirit. 

(b)  Certain  aspects  of  teaching  about  the  Holy 

3 

Spirit  must  be  noted,  where  the  Holy  Spirit  is  prom- 
ised to  them  that  ask  the  Heavenly  Father. 

Jesus  says,  "If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  how  to 
give  good  gifts  unto  your  children:  how  much  more  shall 
your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that 
ask  him?"  (ll;13) 

(c)  The  instructions  to  the  Apostles  include 

l.Swete,  The  Holy  Spirit  in  the  N.T.  p.115 
■ 3 . Luke  xi  20 
3.  Luke  xi . 1-13 
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a reference  to  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  Spirit  of  In- 

1 

spiration.  According  to  Wood,  "this  is  the  most 

cdntral  point  of  Lukin's  teaching  for  Christfe  view 

of  the  work  of  the  Spirit." 

Jesus  says,  "?or  the  Holy  unost  shall  teach  you 

2 

in  the  same  hour  what  ye  ought  to  say."  When  tney 
are  brought  unto  the  synagogues,  and  unto  magistrates, 
and  powers,  the  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  Jesus  will 
furnish  needed  Divine  power.  Also  in  his  instruc- 
tions' Jesus  informs  them,  "whosoever  shall  speak  a 
word  against  the  Son  of  man,  it  shall  be  forgiven 

him;  but  whosoever  shall  sneak  against  the  Holy  Spir- 

3 

it  it  shall  not  be  forgiven  him" 

(d)  The  association  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  the 

inner  personal  life  of  Jesus  Christ  is  very  rarely 

noticed.  Indeed,  one  writer  goes  as  far  as  to  say 

that  'there  is  no  passage  in  Luke  connecting  the  Holy 

Spirit  with  the  inner  and  religious  life  of  Jesus, 

nevertheless  the  existence  of  such  a.  connection  may 
4 

be  assumed.' 

Luke  X,  21,  R.V*,  clearly  points  to  the  presence 
and  power  in  His  ministry  of  the  Spirit. 


1.  Wood,  Spirit  of  p.l30 

2.  Luke,  12:12 

3.  Luke  12:10 

4.  Humphries,  op.  cit.  p.l48 
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(e)  Luke  represents  our  Lord  as  having  in 
another  of  His  last  teachings  foretold  the  outpour- 
ing of  the  Holy  Spirit.  "And,  behold  I send  the 
promise  of  my  Father  upon  you:  but  tarry  ye  in  the 

city  of  Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with  power  from 
1 

on  high" . 

"The  words  are  repeated  in  substance  at  the  be- 
ginning of  Acts.  Both  passages  contain  the  remark- 
able phrase  'the  Promise  of  the  Father',  the  Acts 

2 

adding,  'which  ye  heard  from  me';  and  in  both  the 

contents  shows  that  the  Promise  is  the  Gift  of  the 

Holy  Spirit  to  be  ooured  out  on  the  Church  after  the 
3 

Ascension" . 

Wlien  we  try  to  summarize  the  teaching  of  Luke 
we  think  along  three  different  lines: 

(a)  The  Holy  Spirit  in  relation  to  Christ  Him- 
self.. At  each  stage  of  His  earthly  manifestation  the 
Holy  Snirit  is  associated  with  Him;  at  His  Birth, 

4 

Baptism,  Temptation,  in  His  Life,  Work  and  Teaching. 

(b)  The  Holy  Spirit  in  relation  to  the  life  of 


5 


others,  John  the  Baptist,  Mary, 
and  Simeon. 

(c)  The  teaohing  of  '-'hrist. 


Elizabeth, 


6 


^acharias 


1.  Luke  24:49  2.  Acts  1:4-8  3.Swete,op.cit.p.l26 

4.  Baptism, 3 :21-22;  Temptation,! :4;  Life  4:14. 

Work  and  teaching  4:18-19. 

5.  Luke  1:11;  1:15;  1:35;  1:41;  1:67;  2:25;  2:27 

6.  Luke  11:1-13;  12:12;  12:10 
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(2)  The  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles 

The  Book  of  the  Acts  takes  up  the  thread  of  the 

story  just  before  the  point  at  which  the  Gospel  had 

dropped  it.  It  begins  with  a brief  summary  of  the 

Forty  Days,  adding  a fuller  account  of  the  Ascension. 

Swete  says,  ’’These  introductory  verses  (1:1-12)  mark 

the  transition  from  the  earthly  Ministry  of  the  Lord 

to  the  Ministry  of  the  Spirit  which  wa.s  to  follow  His 

Ascension.  The  earthly  Ministry  had  been  from  the 

1 

first  'in  the  cower  of  the  Spirit,'  as  the  Gospel 

has  taught  us;  and  the  Acts  opens  with  an  intimation 

that  this  continued  to  the  end;  the  last  injunctions 

to  the  Apostles  were  given,  it  is  noted, ' through  the 
2 

Holy  Spirit.' 

Jesus  before  His  Ascension  charged  the  Eleven 
not  to  leave  Jerusalem  but  to  wait  there  for  the  ful- 
filment of  the  Father's  promise;^  ’’for  John  indeed  bap- 
tized with  water,  but  ye  shall  be  bactized  with  the 

3 

Holy  Spirit  not  many  days  hence.”  Jesus  also 
showed  them  wha.t  directly  concerned  their  own  immediate 

1.  Luke  4:14 

2.  Acts  1:2 

3.  Acts  1:5  cf.  Luke  24:48f. 
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future,  and  the  discharge  of  their  duty  in  it. 

"Ye  shall  receive  power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has  come 
upon  you,  and  ye  sha,ll  be  my  witnesses  both  in  Jerus- 
alem and  in  all  Judaea  and  Samaria,  and  unto  the  end  of 

1 

the  earth."  "As  the  Lord’s  own  Baptism  had  been 

followed  by  His  Ministry  in  Galilee,  so  the  Baptism 

of  the  Church  was  to  be  oreparatory  to  a world-wide 

ministry:  a ministry  not,  like  His  own,  creative  of 

a new  order,  but  one  of  simple,  testimony;  yet  only  to 

3 

be  fulfilled  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God." 

Luke  gives  us,  in  all,  four  accounts  of  the  out- 

4 

pouring  of  the  Spirit-  (l)  at  Pentecost,  on  the  or- 

5 

iginal  disciples;  and  Peter  in  his  sermon  after  his 

quotation  from  Joel,  boldly  connects  the  outpouring 

of  the  Spirit  with  the  Ascension  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"Having  been  by  the  right  hand  of  God  lifted  up,  and 

having  received  from  the  Father  the  promise  of  the 

Holy  Spirit,  he  poured  forth  this  which  ye  both  see  and 
6 

hear . " 

But  the  Apostle  goes  further.  All  who  heard  him, 

Jews  or  proselytes,  might  themselves  experience  the 

power  of  the  Spirit.  "Repent,  and  let  each  one  of  you 

be  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ*  unto  remission 

of  your  sins,  and  you  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 

l.Acts  1,  8 cf.  ll:15f  3.  Swete  p.66^  op.cit. 

4 . Luke  2:1  5. Luke  2:4  3.  Acts  2:33 
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Holy  Spirit;  for  to  you  is  the  promise  and  to  your 

children,  and  to  all  who  ere  e.far,  as  many  as  the 

1 

Lord  our  God  shall  call  to  himself" . 

In  Acts  4:8,  where  Peter,  as  3t . Luke  explains, 
was  "filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit";  the  Lord  was  ful- 
filling to  him  the  promise  to  His  disciples  that  when 
they  stood  before  rulers  and  kings  for  His  sake,  it 

should  he  'given  them  in  that  hour  what  they  should 
8 

speak'  . 

And  after  Peter  and  John  ha.d  returned  to  their 

3 

own  company,  as  they  prayed  for  strength  to  persist 

in  their  witness  to  Jesus  Christ,  "the  place  in  which 

they  were  gathered  together  was  shaken,  and  they  were 

all  filled  with  the  Holy  Snirit  and  continued  to  spea.k 

4 

the  word  of  God  v;ith  boldness." 

5 

2.  On  the  Samaritans;  Peter  and  John  'prayed  for' 

Philip's  converts  'that  they  might  receive  the  Holy 

Spirit,  and  laid  their  hands  on  them,  and  they  re- 

6 

ceived  the  Holy  Spirit'.' 

Swete  says,  "So  the  admission  of  the  Samaritan 
converts  to  the  full  privileges  of  the  Church  was  ra,t- 
ified,  and  another  step  was  taken  tovrards  the  pour- 


1.  Acts  2:38,39 

4.  Acts  4:31 


2.  Luke  12:11,12 

5.  Acts.  8:15  ff 


3.  Acts  4:29 

6.  i^cts  8:15  ff 
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1 

ing  out  of  the  Spirit  ’upon  all  flesh'. 

3.  At  Caese.rea,  on  Cornelius  and  his  company  who 

were  Gentiles.  As  the  Lord  Jesus  had  been' anointed 

1 

with  the  Holy  Spirit' and  with  power,  as  the  ascended 

Christ  had  baotized  the  believers  at  Jerusalem  with 

2 

the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  so  nov7  He  sent 

the  same  Spirit  on  this  company  of  Gentiles;  'while 

Peter  yet  spoke...  the  Holy  Spirit'  fell  on  them  as 

3 

on  Peter  himself  and  the  rest  ' at  the  beginning' . 

4.  At  Ephesus,  on  the  disciples  of  John  the  baptist. 

When  Paul  began  his  work  at  ^ohesus,  he  found  there 

4 

a.  band  of  disciples.  Observing  in  these  men  no  signs 
of  the  Spirit's  working,  he  asked  whether  they  had  re- 
ceived the  Spirit,  "bave  ye  received  the  Holy  Spirit 

5 

since  ye  believed?"  Their  answer  was,  "We  have  not 

6 

so  much  as  heard  v/hether  there  be  any  Holy  Spirit". 

The  Apostle  then  laid  his  hands  on  them,  as  Peter  and 

John  on  the  Samaritans,  and  with  the  same  result: 

"the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  them"  with  signs  following; 

7 

"they  both  spoke  with  tongues  and  prophesied." 

These  are  evidently  meant  as  typical  pictures.  They 
represent  each  a different  class  of  religious  status, 
and  as  evidence  that  the  Spirit  is  given  to  all  classes 


1.  Swete,  OP.  cit.  p.91;  Joel  2:28;  Acts  2:16  1. Acts. 10:38 

2.  Acts  2:lff  3.  "cts.  10:44ff  4.  Acts.  19:lff 

5.  >^cts.  19:2  6.  Acts.  19:8  7.  Acts.  19:6 
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alike,  the  gift  is  followed  by  external  or  extraordin- 
ary signs.  (a)  On  two  occasions  the  gift  itself  was 

extraordinary.  The  Spirit  fell  as  it  were,  immediate- 

1 

ly  out  of  heaven  upon  the  Church  at  Pentecost,  and 

2 

upon  Cornelius*  company  before  their  bscptism.  (b)  The 

other  occasions  were  normal,  and  the  gift  was  conveyed 

by  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  hands.  These  were  apos- 

3 

tolic  hands;  in  the  one  case  those  of  Peter  and  John, 

4 

in  the  other,  of  Paul. 

Rackhpjn  sa.ys,  "we  are  justified  then  in  finding 
here  the  beginning  of  the  Church’s  rite  of  confirmation, 
'•‘e  say  'beginning*  because  it  was  inevitable  that  at  the  ■ 
first  some  time  must  elapse  before  the  establishment 
of  fixed  order.  The  method  of  the  gift  ha.d  to  be 
learned  in  a measure  experimentally  from  the  signs  which 
confirmed  the  gift.  Its  regulation  had  to  follow.  Of 
the  absence  of  regulation  we  find  an  illustration  in  the 
episode  of  the  eunuch.  ?'e  are  surprised  to  find  the  eu- 
nuch so  suddenly  baptized  and  then  continuing  his  jour- 
ney to  a country  where  he  would  find  no  fellow  Christ- 
ians, no  ministry,  no  sacramients.  And  we  may  ask- 
who  laid  hands  upon  Him?  Again,  already  there  are 
Christians  at  Damascus  (8:2)  when  as  yet  the  apostles 
have  not  left  Jerusalem.  -'ho  laid  hands  upon  them? 

1.  Acts.  2:lff  2.  Acts  10:34  ff  3.  Acts.  8:17 

4.  Acts.  19:6 
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?.Tio  was  to  lay  hands  upon  distant  converts?  This  is 
the  very  orohlem  which  the  o.postles  are  now  being 
called  to  face.  But  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
Twelve  to  visit  all  the  churches.  We  have  the  case 
of  the  Christians  at  Antioch,  they  needed  the  gift 
of  the  Spirit  as  much  as  the  Samaritans,  but  this 
time  the  apostles  did  not  go  themselves.  Instead  the 

1 

Church  at  Jerusalem  sent  a representative,  Barnabas". 

The  Acts  is  the  gospel  of  the  Spirit.  It  contains 
almost  as  distinct  a manifestation  of  the  Spirit,  as 
the  Gospel  does  of  the  Son.  There  is  a new  revelation 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  alike  (l)  in  his  ovai  person,  (2)  in 
his  relation  to  man,  and  (5)  in  his  relation  to  the  di- 
vine nature. 

1.  The  rea.son  is  clear,  for  the  Spirit  is  the  in- 
termediary between  God  and  man.  God  is  Spirit;  and 
it  is  only  in  the  Holy  Spirit  that  man  can  hold  commun- 
ion with  him,  (7;55),  just  as  it  is  in  his  Spirit  tha.t 
Jesus  is  present  in  and  works  among  men.  We  might  al- 
most say  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God  (or  rather,  God  in 

Christ)  working  in  the  world.  There  is  a distinct  as- 
sertion of  the  Spirit’s  personality.  He  speaks  in  the 

1.  Rackha.m,  R.B*  ,Acts  of  the  Apostles  .np  117-118 
Acts  11:22  ff. 
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first  person:  'go  with  the  men,  for  I have  sent  them' 
'separate  for  me  Barnabas  and  Saul'.  (10:19-20 
He  is  not  only  given  by  the  Father  and  poured  out  by 
the  Son,  he  also  comes  and  falls  upon  man  as  of  his 
own  will.  (1:8;  8:16,  10:44;  11:15) 

2.  The  'gospel'  of  the  Acts  is  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit  or  his  new  relation  to  man;  in  the  Old  Testa.- 
ment  he  had  acted  on  or  through  man  as  an  external 
force.  In  Acts  the  Spirit  is  given  to  man  and  dwells 
in  man,  as  his  very  life.  The  Communion  is  so  close 
as  revealed  in  (6:10).  The  Christian  is  one  filled 
with  the  Spirit.  (2:4,  9:17,  6:3,5;  7:55;  11:24) 

But  this  normal  indwelling  does  not  exclude  special  i 
spiration,  (4:8,  31)  nor  special  gifts  or  manifesta- 
tions of  the  Spirit,  such  as  the  working  cf  signs, 
speaking  with  tongues,  and  prophecy  (Powers.  1:8, 6:8; 
tongues  2:4;  11:46;  prophecy  11:28) 

As  there  is  but  one  Spirit,  so  all  who  receive 
the  gift  are  made  one  body,  the  church;  and  the  re- 
ception of  the  Spirit  effects  or  completes  the  admis- 
sion into  the  church  (8:15-19;  9:17;  10:44-48) 

The  essential  fruit  of  his  presence  is  unity  and  fel- 
lowship (2:l).  By  his  descent  at  Pentecost  he  fills 

the  church  with  life  and  power  (1:8;  4:33  and  5:3, 

6:5-8  10:38;  the  Spirit  really  is  the  Great  Power 
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of  Crod  8:10)  He  starts  it  on  its  living  course;  and 
he  acts  as  its  guide,  manifesting  himself  at  every 
critical  moment  and  initiating  every  new  departure 
(2:4;  4:8;  6:3,4;  8:15,  29,39;  9:17,  10:19)  In  the 
O.T.  his  great  work  had  been  speaking  by  the  mouth 
of  the  new  covenant  (l:16;  4:25)  and  lastly,  as  the 
giver  of  spiritual  gifts  and  the  source  of  inspira.- 
tion,  his  special  ca.re  and  cha.rge  is  the  ministry  of 
the  church. 

3.  This  revelation  of  the  v;ork  of  the  Spirit 
proves  him  divine.  Equa^lly  with  the  Son  and  the 
Father  we  find  the  Spirit  directing  the  Church  (10:20) 
and  as  in  ^he  Gospel  blasphemy  against  the  Spirit  is 
the  most  heinous  sin,  so  in  the  Acts,  tempting  the 
Spirit  is  equivalent  to  a lie  against  God.  (5:3, 4, 9) 

The  Spirit  is  the  promise  and  the  gift  of  the  Father. 
Jesus  the  Son  of  man  is  first  annointed  by  the  Father 
with  the  St)irit  and  power.  But  having  thus  received 
the  Spirit  in  his  human  nature,  as  soon  as  he  is  ex- 
alted to  the  Father’s  right  hand  and  glorified^  Jesus 
the  Son  of  God,  pours  forth  the  Spirit  upon  the  church. 
(2:33;  10:38) 

In  the  early  narratives  of  Acts,  we  have  found 
that  the  S-oirit  is  represented  in  strict  accord  with 
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old  Testajuent  ideas  as  a power  given  from  above,  to 
reinforce  the  natural  capacities.  In  one  or  two  passages 
of  -^cts,  it  seems  to  be  regarded  as  a personal  agency. 
Philip  is  caught  away  by  it,  as  Elijah  had  been  (3:33); 
it  speaks  to  Peter,  (11:13). 

As  we  have  noticed,  the  Spirit  according  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Apostles,  is  the  gifts  of  Christ  to 
his  people,  and  no  one  outside  of  their  fellowship 
can  share  it.  The  very  mark  of  a Christian  is  that  he 
partakes  in  the  Spirit.  Since  it  was  thus  bestowed 
on  all,  the  question  early  arose  as  to  when  the  con- 
vert entered  on  his  privilege.  Eventually  the  moment 
was  fixed  as  that  of  Baptism,  but  for  some  time  opin- 
ion on  this  point  seems  to  have  fluctuated.  Sometimes 
the  author  conforms  to  the  view  which  in  his  o\to  time 
was  unquestioned,  that  the  Spirit  was  given  at  Baptism 
(3:38;  9:17).  But  sometimes  he  describes  it  as  com- 

ing before  baptism,  as  soon  as  a man  professed  his 
faith  in  Christ  (ll:44)  while  elsewhere  he  speaks  of 
it  as  imparted  after  baptism,  through  the  a.dditional 
rite  of  the  laying  on  of  hands  (8:15).  It  seems  the 
laying  on  of  hands  can  only  have  been  adopted  as  a 
traditional  form,  whereby  the  ordinance  of  baptism 
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was  invested  with  further  solemnity. 

The  Church  was  doubtful  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
spirit  and  the  time  when  it  was  comraunica.ted;  but  there 
was  alv/ays  a clear  conviction  as  to  its  effects.  These 
summed  up  briefly  in  the  word  "power"  which  is  often 
conjoined  with  "spirit",  Px,nd  sometimes  is  used  almost 
as  an  equivalent  term  (l:8).  It  takes  many  forms- 
Glosslalia,  moving  eloquence  (4:8;  6:5)  discernment 

of  the  unseen  world  (7:55)  knowledge  of  men's  thoughts 
and  words  (8:29;  11:12)  and  prophetic  insight  (11:28). 
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THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  CONTRIBUTION 

(l)  To  Luke’s  Idea  of  the  Holy 
Spirit . 

The  New  Testament  tea.ching  cannot  indeed  be 
explained  in  a purely  historical  fashion.  It  can- 
not be  too  often  repea.ted  that  the  belief  in  the 
Spirit  has  always  arisen  out  of  a.ctual  experience, 
and  the  early  church  did  not  arrive  at  it  by  brood- 
ing over  ancient  texts  and  precedents.  The  belief 
was  the  expression  of  a fact.  None  the  less  the 
church  fell  back  on  the  Old  Testament  in  its  effort 
to  account  for  those  new  elements  which  were  pres- 
ent in  its  life  and  worship.  The  marvellous  powers 
which  had  resided  in  ancient  saints  and  prophets 
were  ascribed  in  Scripture  to  the  Spirit  of  God, 
which  was  to  be  poured  out  in  yet  larger  measure 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  days;  and  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  disciples,  when  they  sought  to 
account  for  their  strange  experiences  a.fter  the 
Lord's  death  should  adopt  the  solution  that  was 
offered  them  in  Scripture. 

At  the  time  when  our  New  Testament  came  into 
existence  the  belief  in  the  Spirit  had  become 
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all  important  in  Christian  thought,  and  prominence 
is  given  to  it  in  the  G-ospels.  But  when  we  exam- 
ine the  Gospels,  more  closely  it  is  at  once  appar- 
ent that  a distinction  must  he  made.  The  Evangel- 
ists look  back  on  the  life  of  Jesus  in  the  light 
of  conceptions  which  were  dominant  in  their  own 
day,  but  are  ca.reful,  at  the  same  time,  to  pre- 
serve the  tradition  as  they  had  received  it. 

It  was  the  accepted  belief  of  the  early  church 
that  the  Spirit  had  been  promised  by  Christ  to  his 
people,  and  had  been  bestowed  on  them  after  His 
death.  If  Jesus  had  sent  forth  the  Spirit  after 
His  death,  then  in  His  life-time  He  must  ha,ve  po- 
ssessed it.  The  power  which  he  was  able  to  bequeath 
to  His  people  must  have  been  concentrated  in  His  own 
Person.  This  belief  appeared  the  more  certain  as 
it  was  borne  out  by  the  clear  intima.tions  of  Scrip- 
ture. In  the  central  Messianic  prophecy  of  Isaiah 
xi . 1-8  the  Spirit  is  dsscribed  as  coming  on  the 
Messiah  in  all  its  fulness  and  resting  upon  Him. 

That  this  conception  remained  a living  one  may  be 
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inferred  from  the  Psalms  of  Solomon,  dating  from 
the  generation  before  Christ,  where  the  promised 
Deliverer  is  extolled  a.s  "Almighty  in  the  holy 

Spirit,  and  wise  in  understanding  counsel,  with 

1. 

strength  and  justice."  These  Messia.nic  predic- 
tions had  been  blended  in  the  mind  of  the  church 
with  those  of  the  Suffering  Servant,  whom  the  pro- 
phet had  likewise  descfibed,  in  several  familiar 

passages  as  possessing  the  Spirit  in  amplest  meas- 
ure. The  evangelists  set  forth  from  the  conception 
which  had  thus  received  the  sanction  of  prophecy. 
They  thought  of  Jesus  as  clothed  with  the  manifold 
powers  of  the  Spirit  for  the  achievement  of  his  Mes- 
sianic work. 

Luke  refers  very  frequently  to  the  Spirit, 
and  usually  with  the  epithet  "holy".  This  prom- 
inence of  the  Spirit  in  Luke,  is  difficult  to  ex- 
plain. Sometimes  it  has  been  set  down  to  the  in- 
fluence of  foreign  ideas  on  this  writer,  who  had 
himself  sprung  from  the  Centile  church  and  addressed 
dressed  himself  to  G-entile  readers.  But  more  like- 
ly it  is  due  to  his  use  of  Palestinian  sources,  and 


1.  Pss.  Sol.  xvii 


iiCT';  ,r.CTClc'<  s.:t  cot^  ■ 

DegiiiC'ii::  >r.t  5T9a1t»  ,'i.iTiiO  eTcljr  noit r<.;: 

ylc,-  -■/::>  ui  y :.:,jjti:.I'i”  ‘'.-j JIcj xo  si  xfj-svilsi' 

:'“I*''  , f'OStjjliJC '■  , + iTf  ••:.i  ' b.'i.  ■ ,ilzl:b 

• a 

-r  lTotct  cixisisfiS.'*  9Q0:1'T  . -v ji J rtu^  'H- 

ji'C'if:,":  aiid"  xO  ni  bsrnolc  rrsar;  t-3:i  ar.olf 

, tn‘jvxf)b  ; ixelixii'"-  Siif  xo  r^o:f:f  ifji  ./ 
' I:.  X9V98  £Ti  , ' 9CiT0ai;f:  93iVi9:Ui  t‘6d  Ipdcy 


- -3  ;.'l  t '•'9  IqiiLS 

noi^ceo/M  ■r'  :•/* 
. :9ri':’cxcr  *o 


::1  i:--Ci  prlj-  j .’iaesgaoc  •"■n  .^'srsq 
■ * /,  , • 

;.,r  t'i  q&'zo'^.  faa  Roails^acvD  9:u  • zl" 

.'Ci.jOuBa  DGvisoex  airrf?  tcd  dolriTr 


hl0xl:i^:.i  .odd-  .-".ji::  t'c.:  jcIo  p.  ■ IC  y^“:u 

—~<'V  sxi  _•■  ^V’iids:'  '}df  T.0 1 vfixxqc  &rfit  ^o^5X9'?^oq 


. HIO-  CJtnnia 


•'■  G.^i,.-  <■'"  • fdaGU  vT'?v  axexQx 

rji*:”  . 'yXc  J"  tf’ddti-q^  rixi-'  \'XI  3X.au  bar 
-•■:3  o.t  al  , OyiuJ  ni  tfixtr?  9rij  "ic  equei-i 

- ^ -dt  cq  rro.  ri3x  •^«p  .'i  .rri^’.iq 


hsd  o1^  ,r  XiTi?r  li.  i \:  \it‘XQl  to 

■ '. -iT  ' ..'oTi'dc  ;-ritx£v-_’  odX  ^xiux-'-a 

“*^il  GTCi.  Xu5  ...  .•.'OX  slitiiOrx  Of  3.aiii 

ij.ofl,  ,8'foxuoq  Ti-’-i  .id  io  -ou  pixi  oJ  sufc 


sofreuXx 
'tl  .js-rxi 
£*<3.0  a 2X  '*- 


Ox  di  \'I 


ii  X .Xa 


.1 


♦ . ' 


. 'iir  . 


reflects  a mode  of  thinking  prevalent  in  the  early 
community.  It  is  significant  that  in  the  opening- 
chapters  of  his  Gospel,  the  Palestinian  origin  of 
which  can  hardly  be  questioned,  everything  is  as- 
cribed to  the  operation  of  the  Spirit.  It  came 
upon  Zacharias,  Elizabeth  end  Simeon;  John  the 
Baptist  ‘*grev/  stroig  in  the  Spirit”  before  he  fin- 
ally came  forward  ss  the  precursor  of  the  Messiah. 
In  like  manner  it  is  further  to  be  noted  that 
Luke's  conception  of  the  Spirit  is  invariably  the 
old  Hebraic  one-  No  mystical  ideas  such  as  after- 
wards came  in  from  Hellenistic  thought  are  trace- 
able . 

The  tjpirit  appears  simply  as  the  pov/er  from 
on  high  which  manifests  itself  in  marvellous  ac- 
tion,. knowledge  of  the  future,  right  decision  in 
moments  of  crisis  and  perplexity.  Luke  thinks 

of  the  Spirit  as  presiding  over  the  whole  destiny 

the 

of  the  new  religion,  from  before  birth  of  Jesus 
until  the  mission  had  established  itself  at  the 
heart  of  the  empire. 
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OLD  TESTAMENT  CONTRIBUTION 
(2)  To  Paul's  Idea  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

There  can  he  no  question  that  the  chief  con- 
tribution to  Paul's  ideas  concerning  'spirit'  and 
'holy  spirit'  came  from  the  religion  of  his  fath- 
ers, that  is  to  say,  the  Old  Testament. 

Dr.  H.B.Swete  presents  a list  of  Old  Testa- 
ment passages  directly  and  formally  quoted  in  the 
New  Testament  from  which  it  appears  that  of  seven- 
ty-eight quotations  in  the  Pauline  Epistles  seven- 
ty-one are  in  the  first  four  controversial  epis- 
1 

ties.  If  we  take  references  as  given  in  7<estcott 
and  Hort's  Greek  Testament  or  in  E • Nestle' s Stutt- 
gart edition  there  are  in  all  193  direct  quotations 
and  these  are  distributed  as  follows:  from  Isaiah  58 
the  Psalms  43,  Genesis  24,  Deuteronomy  18,  Exodus 
17,  Proverbs  and  Jeremiah  10  each,  the  Minor  Prophets 
13.  In  more  than  half  of  the  direct  quotations,  so 

Dr.  Swete  says,  the  Greek  Old  Testament  undergoes  no 
2 

change;  in  others  there  are  important  variations,  the 
quotations  being  free.  Often  he  quotes  from  memory, 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  rolls  on  which  the 

1.  Rom.  42;  land  2Cor.  19;  Gal *10;  Eph.5;  in  the  other 
Letters  of  the  Roman  captivity  none.  Intro,  to  the  O.T. 
in  Greek,  1900. p.  381-92. 

2.  On.  oit.  O.400 
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Old  Testoment  was  written,  were  too  lengthy  and 

bulky  for  a.  travelling  missionary  to  carry  about 
1 

with  him.  And  then,  as  we  know  quite  well,  in  his 
new-found  freedom  he  felt  free  to  adapt  Old  Testa- 
ment words  to  the  Christian  meaning  which  gleamed 
from  them  in  the  light  of  his  new  experience  'in 
Christ' , for  the  Old  Testament  had  become  a new 
book  to  him  when  the  'veil'  had  been  removed  from 
it  and  his  mind  was  directed  by  the  Snirit  which 
had  come  to  him  after  he  had  'turned  to  Jesus  the 
Lord'  (2  Cor.  iii.l4ff) 

We  cannot  go  through  the  whole  of  Paul's  Old 
Testament  references,  but  we  shall  cite  some  tak- 
en from  Isaiah,  and  note  the  various  ways  in  which 
'spirit'  was  regarded  there.  Isaiah  uses  'spirit' 
in  the  following  ways: 

2 

1.  It  denotes  the  wind  in  a few  passages. 

2.  'Spirit'  by  strong  poetic  metaphor  stands  for 

the  breath  of  Cod,  which  is  compared  to  a.  torrent 

3 

sweeping  down  a gully. 

3.  Since  breath  is  the  index  of  man's  emotiona.1 
life,  his  dispositions  and  ways  of  thought  and 

1.  Swete,  The  Holy  Spirit  in  the  N.T.p.242. 

2.  Isa.  vii.2;xl.7 

3.  Isa.  XXX. 28;  lix.l9  R.V. 
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action,  'spirit'  is  used  to  denote  these  and  is 
paralleled  by  the  other  words  for  feeling  and 
thought,  the  'heart'  and  'soul'. 

4.  The  'spirit'  is  used  in  Isaiah  for  the  over- 
powering force  of  'supernatural'  agency  at  work 
1 2 
(a)  on  nations,  and  (2)  on  individuals,  the  con- 
spicuous examples  of  the  latter  being  the  prophets 
and  the  Messiah,  the  "Rod  out  of  Jesse'.'  In  Isaiah's 
thought  Jahv/ah  is  the  cause  of  all  phenomena,  good 
and  ill  alike,  and  evil  effects,  which  in  Paul's 
day  had  come  to  be  assigned  to  a separate  princi- 
ple of  evil  as  their  cause-  'the  god  of  this  World} 

'the  Prince  of  the  air',  'the  Potentates  of  this 
3 

dark  present'  are  attributed  to  Jahweh  alone. 

' I am  JahVi'eh  and  there  is  none  else.  I form  the 

light,  I create  darkness:  I make  peace  and  create 

4. 

evil:  I,  Jahweh,  do  all  these  things' 

5.  One  more  usage  from  Isaiah  which  may  have 

influenced  Paul's  thought  is  that  wherein  'snirit' 

5 

is  presen"bed  absolutely  and  almost  metaphysically. 
The  idea  of  'spirit'  however,  as  a.  metaphysical 
principle,  is  scarcely  to  be  found  in  Pauline  nas- 

1.  Isa.  4:4;  29:8-11;  19:4;  29:24 

2.  Isa,.xlii:l;  xlviii:16;  Ixi.lff;  Ixiii  .lOf ; Ixvi  :1 

3.  2Cor.  OV.4;  Eph  ii.2;  vi-12  Moffa.tt 

4.  Isa.  xlv.  Sf 

5.  Isa..  32:15-18;  xliv.3;  31:3 
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sages;  like  Isaiah  he  has  a practical  purpose 

ever  in  view,  the  regeneration  of  individuals 

and  of  society,  and  it  is  more  probable  that 

the  'spirit*  as  the  unifying  element  was  derived 

from  Stoic  notions  widely  current  in  his  day  than 

from  the  Old  Testament. 

"A  long  history  of  develooraent  lies  between 

the  use  of  the  word  'holy'  with  'Spirit'  as  given 
1 

in  Isaiah  and  the  Pauline  usage  of  the  phrase. 

With  Paul  the  word  'holy*  has  acquired  all  the 

wealth  of  meaning  which  the  Old  Testament  prophets 

have  put  into  the  word.  In  Paul's  usage  'holy* 

when  used  with  the  term  'spirit',  denoted  both 

the  mysterious,  the  powerful,  the  divine  as  over 

against  the  creaturely  and  human,  the  ethical  and 

moral  which  attaches  alone  to  personality,  and 

something  of  a substantial  nature  which  attaches 

2 . 

to  things  and  places  as  well." 

1.  Isa.  Ixiii.lOf 

2.  Hoyle,  The  Holy  Spirit  in  St.  Paul.  pp. 197-198 
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VI 


An  Analysis  of  the  Spirit 
in 

Luke’s  and  Paul's  Writings 

In  the  letters  of  Paul  there  are  no  fewer  than 
138  references  to  'spirit'  in  one  or  another;  in  the 
rest  of  the  New  Testament  there  are  S41.  This  indi- 
cates how  large  a place  the  Pauline  usage  occupies  in 
the  New  Testament.  In  110  occurrences  Pa.ul  uses  the 
words  'spirit',  'the  Spirit'  without  further  speci- 
fication and  thereby  assumes  that  his  readers  know 
what  he  means  by  the  term.  Fifteen  times  the  adjective 
'holy'  (Or.  hagion)  is  added,  ten  times  without  the 
article  (Gr.  to  hagion  pneurna),  thrice  with  the  double 
article  (Gr.  to  pneurna  to  hagion);  six  times  we  find 
tlie  word' spirit'  supplemented  by  the  words  'of  God' 
without  the  article,  and  four  times,  w^ith  it.  Each  of 
the  expressions  'Spirit  of  Christ,'  'of  Jesus  Christ', 
'of  the  Lord'  occurs  once. 

The  word  'spirit'  (^'r.  -oneuma,  used  in  the  LXX 
to  translate  the  Heb.  Ruach)  orignally  denoted  the 
wind  in  motion,  then  the  breath  in  man  and  animals 
and  later  the  higher  energies  of  personal  life. 
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especially  when  in  a state  of  exaltation  or  inspir- 
ation conceived  as  caused  by  an  external  agent.  The 
original  significance  of  wind  is  never  used  by  Paul; 
he  uses  the  word  anemos  instead.  (Eph.  4:4  'wind  of 
doctrine  of  doctrine').  The  second  use  as  breath  may 
occur  in  one  passage  (2  Thess.  2:8),  where  it  seems 
to  be  an  echo  of  Isaiah  11:4,  and  is  used  figuratively 
for  the  righteous  anger  of  a judge  ounishing  the  un- 
godly. Only  once  is  the  word  used  of  evil  spirits  by 
Paul,  where  as  in  the  Gospels  and  Acts  it  is  so  used 
thirty-eight  times.  (Eph.  2:2)  3y  far  the  greater 
number  of  instances  where  'spirit'  occurs  deal  with 
what  may  be  called  'supernatural'  influences  (116  times) 
’Vhen  we  examine  Paul's  phraseology  as  he  speaks 
of  'spirit'  we  find  that  it  is  represented  at  times 
as  something  imparted  from  without  and  above.  In  Paul's 
Usage  it  is  alv/ays  God  who  gives  or  imparts  whereas, 
in  other  parts  of  the  New  Testament  (Acts  2:33,) 

He  (exalted  Jesus)  hath  poured  forth  this'  Viz.  The 
holy  Spirit.)  Christ  is  said  to  be  the  giver  or  sender. 
The  favorite  expression  is  that  God  gave  the  Spirit, 
as  in  Romans  5:5,  ' the  love  of  God  has  been  shed  abroad 
in  our  hearts  through  the  Holy  Spirit  which  wa.s  given 
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( 2 Cor.  1:22;  5:5;  I Thess.  4:8),  or 
Cod  'supplies’  it  ( Cal.  2:5).  Frequently  'spirit' 
and  Power  are  used  interchangea.bly  as  though  the 
former  were  a blind,  impersonal  force, -and  on  one  oc- 
casion it  is  likened  to  a fluid  which  the  baptized 
are  'made  to  drink'  ( I Cor.  12:13,  Believers  'receive' 
and  'have'  it  'from  God'.  For  'Receive',  Gal.  3:2, 

14;  I Cor.  2:12,  14;  for  'have',  I Cor.  6:19;  7:40; 

2 Cor.  4:13. 

Yet  in  other  passages  the  'Spirit'  is  presented 
a.s  a kind  of  personal  agent.  Thus  He  'is  sent  on  a 
mission'  parallel  to  the  temporal  mission  of  the  Son 
(Gal.  4:4-6.)  He  comes  'out  from  God'  whose  inmost 
depths  of  mind  He' explores'  ( I Cor.  3:16;  5:19; 

Rom.  8:11  wherein  He  'cries  in  prayer'  (Cal.  4:6; 

Rom.  8:27)  and  'intercede'  for  feeble  beings  with 
God  from  wbom  He  is  distinct,  thus  'actively  aiding 
their  infirmity'  Rom.  8:26).  He  is  the  'power  which 
enables  the  Apostle  to  labor  hard  for  God  and  know 
the  Bivine  Will.'  ( I Cor.  7:40). 
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Yet  agp-in,  v/hen  v;e  seem  at  last  to  have  fixed 
the  idea,  that  'spirit'  is  personal,  other  expressions 
in  Paul  make  us  pause.  'In  the  Spirit',  'in  Christ 
express  not  only  the  believer's  inward  state  when 
most  av/are  of  the  spirit's  presence  and  power,  but 
the  object  experienced  seems  to  become  an  impersonal 
medium,  which  links  the  believer  to  His  Lord  until 
he  becomes  'one  spirit'  with  Him  ( I Cor.  6:17)  and 
with  all  others  v/ho  are  'in  Him'.  The  'spirit'  then 
appea.rs  to  be  a kind  of  element,  'the  vast  sea  of 
being,  to  use  Dante's  phrase,  and  being  in  it  one  is 
simultaneously  in  touch  with  the  'spirit'  everywhere. 
Hence,  the  expressions  which  Pa.ul  uses  of  being  in 
heavenly  pla.ces  in  Christ  Jesus',  'hid  with  Cprist 
in  C-od'  , and  vfhile  here  below  on  earth  the  confines 
of  space  are  passed,  for  Paul  can  be  in  the  body 
far  away  in  space,  but  in  'spirit'  be  present  and 
acting  ' along  with  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus' 
at  distant  Corinth  or  Colossae  (Cor.  5:3; 


!r  If: 


r ■ 

i 


Li: 


- :**.■  0 7 t r - -.  .iC.iP  ,•  i 

V-.  r*0  •, a,-r^ci3Toa  • ' ‘ * '-^•• 

Vr  ., 

( ...h  :•"»  .37'’**T-  j3  ill 

j:  \-3  [jT  ’ ■-  .'  - .r/  v;r<>  >vrt 

, Ly.-^  . ■ . 


' '^0  T?>0I'J 

. y. 


■Li^ 


la.  *•  -Jl-au.jt  pirC  .-€» 

.'J-  .-.T;;«t-;»,:; 

-w.1^  -.4«  - 

. ipv>r4. 
'*  -A 

^:(atl  n:  '* 

» .'  I ) 

-.iS 

t 1 . , 

. ' ■-  .11 ' 

Oii'jt 

t 

- .y  1 

si  ai  '' . 

r ' *.  - 

• ' . . ■ •'  J > 

.-..  .c  > ' 

ii. 

..-  ■.  Lijj-J' 

'.t  :c 

Xxi  H 

. i juvj't  ' ~ 

, ' -iH 

,x-:.  --  n‘  1 

uo:" : 

;;c-  ' ’A' :■  ■£%;'■ 

61^.  i rMijf  ..re,'.; 

V oit  -./•:  . 

■ - ■ 

>3r 

.:  T ^ 

OiJO  c -Ti 

1 i?-'  T •■/**. 

» . . *l  4*  V 

':d 

r ' • • » » 

'^ ) ^»f{«n  ... 

^4i.C  »4L. 

•->;  V 


' ' &fC 


i-C  ii  • .'7  ilK 


4 > •• 


*>,1. 


.. To 


I^V  % 


.m 


rd 


-1* 


74 


Col.  2:5.).  The  outlines  of  personality  in  'spirit', 
dim  at  best  seem  to  pass  into  those  of  the  Heavenly 
Christ  and  be  merged  in  the  'glory'  which  Paul  always 
associated  with  that  Being. 

From  this  brief  summary  of  the  ideas  conveyed 
by  the  terra  'spirit',  as  used  by  Paul  it  will  be 
seen  that  they  cannot  be  grouped  under  one  general 
principle,  that  'spirit'  is  an  ultimate  concept 
which  defies  analysis  and  complete  description,  that 
8.11  attempts  a.t  description  must  borrow  terms  from 
a physical  world  which  but  dimly  represent  at  best 
the  nature  of  the  'spirit'. 

In  the  consideration  of  Paul's  use  of  the  Spirit 
we  have  noticed  four  facts  of  importance.  First, 
the  relation  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  God  is  analogous 
to  that  of  the  spirit  of  man  to  man.  ( I Cor.  2:ll) 

In  this  statement  of  the  apostle  we  seem  to  approach 
very  closely  to  the  identification  of  God  and  the 

Spirit  of  God.  Paul  does  not  expressly  say,  as  the 
Fourth  Gospel  does,  that  God  is  a spirit,  or  that  he 
has  not  body.  To  affirm,  therefore,  that  he  definitely 
identified  God  and  the  Spirit  of  God  is  doubtless  in 
a measure  to  substitute  inference  for  evidence. 
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The  second  notable  fact  is  that  in  Paul  the 
Spirit  as  a transitive  force  is  operative  only  in  men, 
and  in  them  as  a force  either  producing  extraordinary 
powers  such  as  prophecy,  tongues,  .and  the  like  or  re- 
generating moral  character. 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  significant  that  from 
the  point  of  view  of  religious  experience  Paul  identi- 
fies the  Spirit  of  God  and  the  heavenly  Christ;  both 
are  alike  in  the  indwelling  cause,  in  the  soul  of  man, 
of  the  present  religious  life  end  of  the  future  res- 
urrection and  blessedness.  There  is  but  one  experience 
and  but  one  cause  of  it,  which  may  be  spoken  of  as  the 
Spirit  of  God  or  as  the  Spirit  of  Christ  or  as  Christ. 

In  the  Fourth  place,  it  must  be  noted  that  the 
apostle  has  not  altogether  left  behind  those  forms 
of  thought  and  expression  v/hich  are  inherited  from 
a time  when  the  Spirit  of  God  was  thought  of  without 
clear  ascription  of  personality  and  even  quantitively  • 
This  type  of  expression  is  not: indeed  the  dominant 
one  in  Paul,  yet  giving  due  weight  to  it  and  to  the 
apparent  reluctance  of  Paul  directly  to  identify  God 
and  the  Spirit,  we  may  say  that  in  his  thou^t  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  the  personalized  power  of  God,  op- 
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erative  in  the  spirits  of  men,  not  distinguishable, 
in  experience  at  least,  from  the  heavenly  Christ.  If 
this  is  to  us  a difficult  mid-station  between  identity 
with  God  and  personality  distinct  from  God,  it  is  never- 
theless apparently  about  the  point  which  Paul  occupied. 

It  is  instructive  to  compare  the  valuation  of  tne 
workings  of  the  Spirit  given  by  the  author  of  Acts 
and  that  by  Paul.  It  enables  us  to  see  that  the  Paul- 
ine interpretation  of  the  Spirit's  chief  work  was  not 
readily  grasped  even  by  his  devoted  admirer  and  bi- 
ographer , Luke . 

In  the  study  of  Acts,  the  following  classifica- 
tions may  be  made: 

A.  The  Spirit  used  of  God  acting  in  the 
individual  life: 

1.  In  the  endowment  of  individuals  with 
Charismatic  gifts: 
a.  Prophecy:  Acts.  11:28; 

Acts.  20:23; 

Acts.  21:4,11. 
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b.  Tongues:  Acts.  2:4,  38;  10:44ff;  11:15, f; 

15:8;  19:2ff. 

c.  Wisdom:  Acts  6:10 

d.  Power  to  perform  miracles:  Acts  13:9 

e.  Vision:  Acts  7:55 

f.  Power  in  Christian  testimony  on  specific 

occasions:  Acts.  4:8,31. 

g.  Specific  or  general  direction  in  the 

progress  of  Christian  activities-  Acts 
8:29,  39;  10:19;  11:12;  13:2,4;  16:6,7;  20:28. 

h.  Charismata,  without  more  specific  definition 

Acts.  5:32;  8:15, f. 

2.  In  more  continuous  and  permanent  control  of  the 
individual  as  a mark  of  character,  but  not  resulting 
in  any  specified  Charismatic  power.  An  approach 
to  the  ethical  meaning,  possible  influenced  by 
Pauline  use;  Acts  6:3,5;  9:17;  11:24. 

B.  The  Spirit  used  of  God  active  in  the  church 

as  a whole,  especially  for  the  development  of  its 
Messianic  testimony:  Acts  1:8;  2:33;  5:3,9,32; 

9: si;  13:52;  15:28. 

C.  The  Spirit  used  as  the  medium  of  revelation  in 

the  Old  Testament:  Acts.  1:16;  4:25;  7:51;  28:25 

The  following  are  the  uses  of  the  Spirit,  in 
the  sense  of  the  divine  Spirit,  in  Paul's  writings: 

A.  The  Spirit  used  of  0Fod  acting  in  the  individual 
life: 
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1.  In  the  endowment  of  individuals  with  charimatic: 
a.  Prophecy:  I These.  5:19;  2 Thess.  2:2; 

I Cor.  12-14 

h.  Tongues  *^or.  12-14 

c.  V/isdom:  I Cor.  2:6-13;  7:40 

d.  Discerning  of  spirits:  I Cor.  12:10 

e.  Pov/er  to  perform  mira.cles  I Cor.  12:9,10 

f.  Interpretation  of  tongues.  I Cor.  12:10 

g.  Faith:  I Cor.  12:9;  2 Cor.  4:13 

h.  Specific  or  general  direction  in  the  pro- 
gress of  Christian  activities:  Eph.  3:5, 

Rom.  8:26;  Eph.  6:18. 

i.  Boldness  in  Christian  Testimony  :2  Cor.  3:17f 

j.  Charismata,  without  more  specific  definition: 

1 Thess.  1:5;  4:8;  Rom.  15:19;  1 Cor. 2:4; 

2 0or.l:22;  5:5;  11:4;  Gal.  3:2-5. 

B.  The  Spirit  used  of  God  as  the  origina.ting  force 
of  the  Christian  life,  and  as  manifest  in  its  eth- 
ical and  religious  development:  I Thess.  1:6; 

2 Thess.  2:13;  Rom.  5:5;  8:2;  6,9,11 ,14,f. , 

I Cor.  2:10-13;  3:16;  6.11,19:  2 Cor.  1.22;  3.3,8, 

17. f Eph.  2.18,  22;  3.16;  4.3;  Phil.  1.19;  2.1; 

Col.  1.8;  2 Tim.  1.14;  Titus  3.5. 
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If  we  compare  the  use  of  the  Spirit  with  the 
earlier  periods  of  Hebrew  history,  we  find  that  the 
growth  has  been  intensive  rather  than  extensive. 

No  new  use  has  appeared.  On  the  other  hand,  there  ha 
been  a very  full  development  of  certain  of  the  older 
uses.  The  Spirit  now  means  not  something  different 
from  what  it  did  formerly,  but  means,  in  the  large, 
the  same  things,  not  now  as  matters  of  memory  or  of 
hope,  but  as  vital  vivid  experience  in  actual  life. 
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